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Qumran Archeological Site







From left, three views of a fragment of one of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
a plain digital image, a color scan, and an infrared scan. 

Cave 4 at Qumran



Masoretic Text with Notations from Scribe – Codex Leningrad 1010 AD



BASIC FACTS

• Discovered between 1947 and 1956 in eleven 
caves near the ancient settlement of Khirbet 
Qumran along the NW shore of the Dead 
Sea. This is an arid region in the present-day 
West Bank, 13 miles E of Jerusalem and 
1300 feet below sea level.

• Qumran may have been the site of a Jewish 
sect, perhaps Essenes or Zealots.

• Some say the community at Qumran was 
responsible for the copying of manuscripts. 
Others say the scrolls were originally copied 
and stored in Jerusalem and simply brought 
for safe-keeping to the area at the time of the 
revolt against Rome in 66-70 AD as the 
Romans advanced against the Jews.



BASIC FACTS
• Scrolls included in the collection were also 

found at other sites near the Dead Sea, such as 
Masada, Nachal Hever, and Murabba‘at.

• Cave 1 discovered in early 1947 by a shepherd.
• Included in the collection are the remains of 

825-870 separate scrolls (over 50 ,000 
fragments).

• Most of the manuscripts were written in 
Hebrew, others in Aramaic and a few in Greek.

• Written with carbon based ink in Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek without punctuation except 
for an occasional paragraph indentation.

• Manuscripts were produced between 200 BC 
and 70 AD.



BASIC FACTS
• Manuscripts fall into three categories: 

Biblical (40% of identified scrolls); 
apocryphal non-Biblical (30% of 
identified scrolls); and sectarian non-
Biblical (30% of identified scrolls).

• Every book of the Bible is represented 
by the manuscripts except Esther. The 
virtually intact Isaiah Scroll, which 
contains some of the most dramatic 
Messianic prophecy, is 1,000 years older 
than any previously known copy of 
Isaiah. Many books are found in several 
copies, 19 of the Book of Isaiah, 25 of 
Deuteronomy and 30 of the Psalms. 



BASIC FACTS

• Apocryphal non-Biblical 
material includes such books 
as Enoch, Tobit, Sirach, and 
psalms which never made it 
intro the Hebrew Bible.

• Sectarian manuscripts 
describe the teachings, 
worship, and community life 
of Jewish sects of the period.

• Also found were artifacts of 
the period, particularly scroll 
jars and copying utensils.



ACCURACY OF THE MANUSCRIPTS

• Painstaking work of 
scribes

• Comparisons to 
Codex Leningrad 
(1008 AD)

• Comparisons to 
Masoretic Hebrew 
Text (700-1000 AD)



AMAZING ACCURACY

"Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only 17 letters 
in question. Ten of these letters are simply a matter of 
spelling, which does not affect the sense. Four more 
letters are minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions. 
The three remaining letters comprise the word LIGHT, 
which is added in verse 11 and which does not affect the 
meaning greatly. Furthermore, this word is supported by 
the Septuagint (LXX). Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, 
there is only one word (three letters) in question after a 
thousand years of transmission - and this word does not 
significantly change the meaning of the passage."
(Norman Geisler & William Nix, "A General Introduction to the 
Bible", Moody Press, Page 263).



SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SCROLLS

1. Established the accuracy of 
the Old Testament text.

2. Enhanced our knowledge of 
Hebrew and Aramaic. 

3. Helped our understanding of 
the background to the New 
Testament. 

4. Increased our knowledge of 
early Judaism.

5. Established the antiquity of 
the Apocrypha.  


