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 When an inspired New
Testament writer wants
an inclusive word to cover
the many aspects of sin,
he most often chooses

harmartia, which is used
174 times in the New
Testament for sin.

Hamartia has Its roots in

the ancient games, when
an archer or spearsman

“missed the mark” as on

a target.




e The Old Testament
counterpart to hamartia is
the Hebrew word, chata
[used almost 300 times].
Like hamartia, it means to

miss the mark, fall short of,
or wander from. In other
uses, though, the word can
mean much more, such as
sin as a force in our lives.
The idea here i1s willful
disobedience or rebellion.




In ancient Greek philosophy,
Aristotle (384-322 BC)
Introduced the concept of
hamartia in his work, Poetics.
It was for him primarily the

tragic character flaw that
leads to bad choices and a
tragic ending. More often than
not, in Greek tragedy, the
tragic flaw Is (selfish
pride or self-confidence) as In
such works as and
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1. Sin as Act of Rebellion

2. Sin as Guilt,
Uncleanness

3. Sin as Condition of
Separation, Bondage
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Acts 2:38

Acts 15:9

2 Corinthians 5:18 :
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Romans 12:2:
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