
To connect adults relationally in small groups 
for the purpose of Sharing the love and Good 
News of Jesus Christ in our homes, church, 
community and the world. 

Ground Rules for Healthy Small 
Groups 

 

After you g ather, review your group ’s 
“ ground rules” at every meeting�
�

�    We will make our group and meeting 
time a priority. 

�     We will keep confidences 
�     We will participate in the meeting but 

not dominate 
�     We always have an empty chair for 

newcomers, so invite your friends. 
�     Small Group Life extends beyond the 

meeting 
 

�     Review any additional ground rules of 
your group. 

Study Number 1 God’s Mercy: 
Life in The HOLY WILD 

Trusting in the Character of God�

AGAPE group Purpose Statement 

Trusting in The Character 
of God Sermon Topics: 

· Goodness & Faithfulness 

· Love & Wrath 

· Mercy and Victory 

· Holiness 

· Creativity 

· Wisdom 

· Rest 

· Glory 
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Open in prayer, song or turn to Psalm 25 and read it aloud each taking a verse as 
you circle the room. 

WEEK ONE 
 

For groups with new people present:  Share names, family stats, where you work if 
outside the home, and whether or not this is the first small group you have partici-
pated in.  Move on to All groups 

 
All groups:  Share: What was your favorite pastime as a child, did you have a  

favorite toy that you favored above all? 

Read excerpt from p. 111-112 the Holy Wild…  
 
Begins with… 
A man was talking to a book collector.  The collector sought and savored rare tomes; 
he loved their musty, brittle pages, their ragged edges, the engraved lettering on the 
covers, rubbed almost smooth from countless hands.  “ I once found an old Bible in my 
grandfather’s attic,” … 
 
Ends with…  
“Sometimes we treat precious things as worthless things.  We see treasures as clutter, 
because we are ignorant of their true value.”    
 
What is something that you count as a treasure that others may not recognize as 
such? 
 
 

Mark Buchanan makes the observation that “Mercy is a precious thing that we have 
come to treat as worthless.”  Either that is because we have forgotten its value or 
taken for granted our need for it.  Ask yourself is mercy something that you treasure, 
something that you seek?  With the group share your definition of mercy.  What is an 
example where you have seen true mercy in action?   
 
 

A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor re-
plied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded 
death.  "But I don©t ask for justice," the mother explained. "I plead for mercy."  "But 
your son does not deserve mercy," Napoleon replied.  "Sir," the woman cried, "it 
would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for."  "Well , then," the em-
peror said, "I will have mercy." And he spared the woman©s son.  Luis Palau,  
Experiencing God's Forgiveness, Multnomah Press, 1984. 

“ Agape group 
meetings have four 
component parts.  
They are known as 
the four W’s”  
 

WELCOME 
 

WORSHIP 
 

WORD 
 

WORKS 
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6P DOO�JURXSV�DUH�
WUDQVIRUP LQJ�WKH�

Z RUOG� ³ �DQG�
SHRSOH�OLNH�\ RX ���
,Q�D�VP DOO�JURXS�
\ RX�FDQ�GHHSHQ�
\ RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�

Z LWK�* RG�DQG�
VWUHQJWKHQ�\ RXU�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�Z LWK�
RWKHUV��

Mercy by definition is just that; receiving something that is undeserved.   

The Good Samar itan 

A look at Jesus parable on mercy  

Major Characters of the story: 

Pr iest: A priest was a male member of the tribe of Levi who was specifically 
charged to serve in the Jerusalem Temple in the sacrificial ceremonies.  Over 
them was the High Priest. 

Levite: A Levite was a male member of the tribe of Levi who assisted the 
priests in the service of the Temple.  They performed such functions as 
treasurers, musicians, gatekeepers, custodians, etc.   

Samaritan: A Samaritan was someone who li ved in the region of Samaria.  It is 
also a religious description.  According to the Samaritans they were the true 
descended Israelites.  According to the Jews, they were never of Israelite 
descent but were foreign colonists.  They had a separate temple in Samaria 
which they claimed to be the legitimate one.   

1-    Read Luke 9:51-54.  What attitude towards Samaritans is being established 
here? 

2-    Read Luke 10:25-28 to get the context of the story.  How does Jesus respond 
to the Lawyer? 

3-    Read Luke 10:29-37.  Take special note of the cultural significance of Jesus 
story. 

- What do you find significant or interesting about this scripture?  

4-    In the Parable: the Priest, the Levite and the Samaritan all saw the man in 
need.  They were aware of the situation.  They were each equally in a position 
to help.   

-What do you think kept the Priest and the Levite from acting?   

-What, in your opinion, leads many people to walk right by 
opportunities to show mercy to others? 

5-    Culturally a Samaritan would be the last one you would expect to stop for a 
Jew.  Jews and Samaritans could be compared to Viking and Packer football 
fans: forced to live in close proximity to each other, each equally convinced 
of their own greatness.  In fact, Samaritans and Jews were so at odds that they 
were often openly hostile.  The Samaritan must have had doubts, even fears 
about stepping out and helping a Jew who was in need.   

-Share an example of a person or situation you know of where someone showed 
mercy to a person who, from their perspective, did not deserve it? 

6-    Read again verses 36-37.  

- Who could be identified as your neighbor?   

- How may God be challenging you to show them mercy?  (Remember 
mercy is not something that is earned.)   

Continued on page 4 
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Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead 
James 2:17 

Opportunities to serve: 
 
·      Shortage of nursery workers, contact Nancy Schubbe 739-5144 x203 
·      MOPS need mentors for young moms contact Angela Johnson at 714-8311. 
·      Partner Ministry, come along side new members to help integrate them into life 
      at Woodbury Lutheran Church, contact Mary Lehman at 739-5144 x201. 
 

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125 
651.739.5144 

www.woodburylutheran.org 

Lord I thank you for your undying mercy.  I know that I do not deserve it.  I know 
that I can not earn it.  Please continue to work your mercy in my li fe and show me 
where you are calling me to li ve with mercy.  In Jesus name.  Amen.   
 
Simple guide for group prayer requests: 
             Short 
             Simple 
             Spirit-led 
             Silence is okay 
 
Creative prayer: 
Use the prayer page from the bulletin this week and pray through a section, 
praising God for His mercy. 
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Woodbury Lutheran Church  
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Phone:651-739-5144 x201 
Email: 
mlehman@woodburylutheran.org 

Small Group Leadership 
Training 
November  20 
See Mary Lehman for 
details 
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7-   Jesus not only teaches mercy, his very li fe and death encapsulates it.   

Read 1 Timothy 1:15-17  

- What does this passage have to say about how God shows mercy?   

- Who deserves it?   

- Who is it offered to? 

8-   Questions to ponder individually. 

The more that Paul understood God's grace the more aware he was of his 
own sinfulness.   

- Think about the evidence there could be to call you the ªworst of 
sinners” .   

- In that light, what does God’s mercy mean to you? 


