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Trustingin The Character

of God SermonTopics Sudy Number 3 God s Creativity, Chapter 9:

- Goodress& Faithfulness Lifein TheHOLY WILD
Trusting in the Charader of God
- Love & Wrath

+ Mercy and Victory GroundRules for Hedthy Small

- Holiness

Groups
- Credivity _
_ After you gather, review your group’s
- Wisdom “ground rules” at every meeting
- Rest
We will make our group and meeting
- Glory time a priority.
We will keep confidences
— - We will participate in the meeting but

not dominate

We always have an open chair for new-
comers, so invite your friends.

Small Group Life extends beyond the
meeting

Review any additional ground rules of
your group.

AGAPE group Purpose Statement

To connect adults relationally in small groups
for the purpose of Sharing the love and Good
News of Jesus Christ in our homes, church,
community and the world.
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Agape Groups
WLC’s Small GroupMinistry
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WEEK THREE

For groupswith new people present: Share names, family stats, where you work if
outside the home, and whether or not thisisthe first small groupyou have partici-
pated in. Move onto All groups

All groups. Share: What is the most beautiful thing you have ever seen o heard?
What is the most beautiful thing you have in your home?
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“ Agape group
medings havefour
comporent parts.
Theyare known as
the four W’
WELCOME
WORSHIP
WORD

WORKS

Open in prayer, song a

Write amodern day Psalm using your own words glorifying God and his credivity.
Do this by ead writing averse in the space below. Go around the room reading
your verse out loud. Y ou may want someone to record your Psalm.
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AT THE EDGE OF THEHOLY WILD

Go aroundyour small group circle with each of these questions. You may passif you
like.

1. Fromthefollowing sample list of God s creative ideas and works, choose the
one that wows you the most:

_a Water
b Marriage
____C. Ababy
____d Acornfidd
____e. Amountain
__f. Apoem

g. Outer space

2. On page 171 d The Holy Wild, author Mark Buchanan writes that God “just
likes making things.” Share something that you really love to make just for
thejoy of making it.

3. Buchanan writeson page 167, "1 have...never seen asingle portrait of Jesus
that made me want to lose my inhibitions and lean my head against his chest.”
Take aout 30 secondsright now to picture Jesus in your own imagination.
Then share with your group something you saw. It could be dark eyes, long
hair, flowing robe, nail-scarred hands, etc. What do you seewhen you “ see”



Continued:
ENTERING THE HOLY WILD

1. Buchanan asks on page 170, @When dd most of us gop being poets® Experts
on creativity agreethat for most people today their creativity pegks at age 5,
when they’re in kindergarten. Think badk to some of your earliest memories.
How did you love to express your credivity asa dild?

2. Now think about what stifles our credivity. Why aren’t we more credative?
How dowe lose the impulse?For a clue seePage 171. Have someone read
aloudthe paragraph that begins, 2One thing that stiflesthe artistic impulse...°
Talk abou that little paragraph and hav Buchanan devel ops this thought.

3. Read Hebrews 12:2-3. Theinspired writer describes Jsus as &he author...of
our faith.° Ever thought about that? Jesus is writing a story, and the protagonist,
the lead character is you, youand your faith. Buchanan describes hisfaith story,
written by Jesus, as @ puzZing, disheveled thing so far....aragbag of half -
dore, ill-shaped themes® (page 172). Think of your life story of faith so far.
Which ore of the words below best describesit? Share your response with your

group.

____a Comedy
b Tragedy
____C. Mystery
___d Action
e Drama
____f. Documentary

g. Thriller
h You rameit.

DEEP INTO THE HOLY WILD

In ou desireto be like God, particularly to be more creative, Buchanan sends us to God.
On page 174, e writes, 80ur creat ivity, at least in part, comes from resting in His
(God s) creativity until it seepsin. It springs from prayer. Not the busy chatty prayer we
often do,but the other kind: prayer as emptiness prayer as slence, prayer as gillness®
What doyouthink? Do you need more rest with Godto be more aeaive?

1. On page 176 2And then sometimes God shows up and makes the stones sing.°
Has God ever shown upfor youin atime of quiet, restful, and still prayer? Can
you think of atime when youjust rested in the beauty of His creaionand God
came dongside you? Tell that story.

2. Red Proverbs 25:2. What would you really like to search out? What are your
big questions for this God who sometimes playfully, but aways wisdly,
conceals Himself?

3. For Buchanan, God' s approac to Job—with all his problems—isnot to fix him
but to wow him. God wants Job to become a dild again, wowed at the simple,
profound keauty of God' s art gallery, His credion. Read God' savooing® of
Job in Job 40:15-24 and Job’ s humbled resporses in Job 4Q4-5 and 4.3, 56.
Talk alittle about your job and haw it stiffens and tires you. What are God' s
words to Job saying to you onyour job?
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Like nothing else,
small group s have
the power to
change lives.
They’re the ideal
route to
discipleship—a
place where the
rubb er of biblical
truth meets the
road of human

relations.
Bill Donahue



Small Group Ledership
Training

November 20
SeeMary Lehmanfor
deails

Woodbuy Lutheran Church
7380 Afton Road
Woodbuy, MN 55125

Phone:651.739.5144 x201
Email:
mlehman@woodburylutheran.org

Woodhury Lutheran Church
7380Afton Road
Woodhkury, MN 55125
651.739.944
www.woodbuylutheran.org

LIVING THEHOLY WILD

1. If youwereto do anethingto get in touch with God's credivity + and so also your
own * what would it be? Are you willing to commit to that before your group?

2. Spend timein prayer, praising God for His credivity and focusing on the needs of
group members and their commitments to credivity.
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Smple guide for group prayer requests:
Short
Simple
Spirit-led
Silenceis okay

Creativeprayer: Have someone bring today' s newspaper. Take turns praying
abou the headlines, pass the paper aroundthe room asyou dothis. Don't forget
to pray for the open chair.
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Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,is dead
James 2:17
Opportunltlesto serve:
On the 3rd Saturday night of every month from 6:00- 9:30 pm., the Disabilities
Ministries provides a FREE respite night for people who have kids with
disabilities. Each evening includes games, crafts, snad, and adivities. Thisisan
adion-padked, love-fill ed, absolutely blessed evening for thase who attend as well
asthose who serve. It©s a gredamily serving oppatunity!!! October 16th and
November 20 are the next respite nights from 6:00-9:30 pm. Contad Cheri Frost
7395144ext. 219

Porch Light Ministry needs more volunteers! This ministry delivers care packets
to al new residents of Woodbury, including some nea gifts and an invitationto
our church. Each month, Volunteers are needed to deliver no more than 4 padkets
to new residentsin their neighbarhoodk. ItOs grea way to med your neighbars
andinvite people to WLC. Contact Vicar Brian at bdavies@woodbuylutheran.
org to voluntee.

Y outh Ministry needs adults to facilitate 4-week small groups on Wednesday
evenings. Adults are also needed to help out on Sunday mornings¥z adult being a
relativeterm. Contad Derek Broten 7395144ext. 211 or
dbroten@woodhurylutheran.org



