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“Thereis real joy in serving Him, and my wish is that everyone could experience it. ‘.
Serving God brings us closer to Him.” Lynn

“Having the heart of a servant doesn’t always mean having to travel 300 milesto a far-

off place to do mission work. It can be in your own neighborhood where there areaton, .
of opportunitiesto live out your faith!” Logan ot i

“We forget that we are all called to serve right where we are, right now. It comes down to the next person just outside
our own skin, the next person you see. Will | seek to serve or will | focus on my own needs and schedule?” Pastor Dean

o el

What do these people have in common? They are part of the “royal priesthood,” each one gifted to serve, called into
ministry, and making a Kingdom difference with their one and only life. Each of them, and each of us 3,811 other
members of Woodbury Lutheran, have been specifically designed with the gifts and passions that are intended for us as
individuals. These gifts were given to be opened up and used in serviceto give God glory!

Since 2006, Servant Ministries has worked to develop a gifts-based connection in ministry. Gone are the days of the old
“Time and Taent” sheets designed to fill open serving slots with minimal regard for the giftedness of a servant. The
2008 version of connecting information is called a SHAPE assessment (Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality and
Experiences), which helps each of us process through our unique, one-of-a-kind, God-given design. No more filling dots
or trying to put a round peg in a square hole. The focus is on you, and on who God made you to be and what His will
and purpose isfor your life.

Thank you to the 388 individuals who have taken the time to prayerfully complete a SHAPE assessment. We hope to
increase the number of people who participate in this assessment. Why should you complete this helpful tool?

It helps usto get to know you better.

Y ou learn about yourself as you spend time in prayer with the Lord, discovering your unique gifts and abilities.

You could be contacted when a ministry opportunity comes up that matches your gifts, interests, abilities and
personality. Even if you are currently serving in a ministry, another opportunity that more closely matches your
giftedness may become available.

You could be connected with other people who have similar gifts and interests (e.g., a couple of people recently
discovered amutual interest injogging and started exercising together)

You might be serving in a ministry right now that is fruitful but is not very fulfilling; you might sense a need for
something new.

Your gifts, passions and interests might have changed over time.

Y ou might be entering a new season of your life where you have more or less time to give.

Y our completion of the assessment is hot a commitment. We will honor your right to say no.

Need help connecting with a serving opportunity that will bless you more than you could ever imagine? Stop by the
Connection Corner in the main lobby, fill out a SHAPE sheet and receive a coupon for a free cup of gourmet coffee or
browse our Serve & Grow Catalog. Watch for weekly “30 Days to Really Live” interviews on Sunday mornings. Check
out the church Web Site at www.woodburylutheran.org/servantops. Attend the new five-week Sunday morning
“Discovering God's Purpose for Your Life,” beginning April 28. Check out the Test Drive Board next to the Fireside
room, choose something to try one time with no commitment to serve long-term. The opportunities are nearly endless!

Isit timefor you to “get in SHAPE? It’snot hard -- Let God lead; you just follow!



years

Forward

My newsletter articles this year are looking back over our 40 years of history as a
church. Woodbury Lutheran has always been a church with amazing lay
leadership and involvement. | tried to emphasize that last month.

This month the focus falls on those who have served here as shepherds of the
flock. Over 1000 folks have joined our church since 2001. Those of you who have
joined since then might not have known these spiritual leaders. They till impact
our life together. Join mein praising God for these shepherds of Hisflock.

First among us was Pastor Paul Pfotenhauer. He and Rhoda arrived in Woodbury
in 1967 when it was still a small town with lots of open land. Pastor Paul’ s legacy
in his 33 years as Woodbury’s pastor is firmly in place. Our commitment to serve
the community, our letting people go in ministry when God places a calling on
their heart, our strong desire to be in ministry with the broken and the hurting, and
our deep longing to reach people not yet Christian — they’'re al a part of his
personal and pastoral legacy among us. When | came it was clear to me that these
Woodbury Lutheran strengths, forged during Paul’s leadership, were gifts on
which we would continue to build.

For 16 of our 40 years, Pastor Gene Goldsby served among us as associate pastor.
His legacy is there in aspects of our worship style and in ministries like Alpha
which connected many to Christ. | hear Pastor Gene's name often from people
who received his Biblical and often straightforward counseling. The Lord restored
marriage, broke addictions, and healed deep wounds through his ministry. Pastor
Gene understood the bedrock value of relational ministry. For me personally I'll
aways be grateful for the selfless encouragement Gene gave me when | first
arrived.

While we' re raising some praise for spiritual leaders, | sure want to mention Brad
Miller, too. For 10 years of our 40 he served as our first full-time youth minister.
Those who got to know and love Brad still talk about his deep persona faith, his
beginning our youth mission trip program, and his wild and crazy sense of humor.
Brad was instrumental in beginning our Genesis worship. Today we sponsor Brad
and family in their mission work in Ecuador with Y outh World!

Pastor Todd Stocker served here for a few years right out of seminary. He had
been one of our vicars. | had Todd as a student at the seminary, where, as | recall,
he won an award for being such a good communicator. Todd was and is easy to
love. He made preaching (and listening to it!) fun and took Genesis worship to
another level, serving as both primary preacher and music/worship coordinator.
He'll dways have a place in the heart of our church as one we hel ped shape. Todd
now serves at GloriaDel Lutheran Church, Houston, TX.

Those of uswho serve you now stand on these and other tall shoulders, and we al
lean on Jesus, the chief shepherd of our flock. He is worthy of our greatest praise!

-- Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor

Baptisms:

Elijah Ray Nystell
Carter Francisco Price
Elijah Paul Cronin

Deaths:

Susan Finell & Steve Skytte ~ father
Cheri Frost ~ Aunt
Leigh Stansbury ~ Step-brother
George Cohoes ~ father
Suzy Urick ~ father

Love Links:
Pastor Marlin Harris,
651-739-5144 ext. 217

Service Times

Sundays:
Sanctuary 8:00 & 10:45 a.m.
Genesis
9:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m.

Office & Mailing Address:
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Office Hours:
Mon. — Thurs.: 9 am — 4:30 pm
Friday: 9am - 4pm

Phone: (651) 739-5144
Fax: (651) 739-3536

Website:
www.woodburylutheran.org




We will begin teaching our
second round of
Foundations classes on
“Stewardship” tonight. It is
arequired class for kids and
a least one of their parents,
and they're dreading it.
You can see it in their eyes
when they come through
thedoor. It'sthat classand
no one wants to be there.

Most of you know what |
mean, because we dread
“the sermon” too. You
know, the one where people
tell us what do to with our
money. Or, at least, that’s
the way we hear it.

| dread tonight as much as
the students and parents.
Not because it's that topic,
but because it isn’t that
topic and our first night will
leave them confused. They
are expecting lessons on

Several years ago, when
Amy Dittmer was just 13,
her sight was destroyed by
surgery for a brain tumor.
Recently, Amy and mother
Nancy learned that one of
the side effects of
Prednisone, which Amy has
been on since her surgery,
is bone degeneration. As a
result of her years on
Prednisone, Amy® knees
have been permanently
damaged, and she recently
began using awheelchair.

Amy®first church outing in
the wheelchair was to the
Hearts and Hands formal
dinner, and severa of us

how much money goes in the

offering plate. “Just tell us,”
they're thinking. “Get it over
with. Make usfed guilty.”

But the offerings and

sacrifices required by The
Law have been paid with the
blood of Jesus. The Law is

gone and the guilt is gone,

too. What we are left with is
grace and love, and a whole

pile of gifts.

The first are the gifts of the
Holy Spirit, who gives us a
uniquely-made “SHAPE” like
no one else. We receive a

passion for teaching, or
performing acts of mercy, or
music and art, or working
with our hands. And a passion

for God's people, like the

elderly, or children, the poor,
youth, or those in recovery.
As well as a strong desire to
fuel that passion.

who have known her for
years had the opportunity to
get reacquai nted.

As we taked, we learned
Nancy and Amy are again
having to lean on God as
He guides them through the
new chalenge of the
wheelchair. They
are beginning to redlize
what it means to adapt to a
new disability and know
there will be many
challenges ahead, from

making their townhome
wheelchair accessible to

purchasing lifts and other
equipment to care for Amy
at home.

We receive a bountiful gift
of time. Time to worship
this Jesus, who pad the
price for us. Time to enjoy
the beauty of the earth, to
spend with family and
friends and to satisfy our
deep longing for
relationships, with Jesus
and with others.

We receive scriptural truths
about money (some 2300, if
you're counting) that offer
us a life of abundance.
Faithfully following these
truths replaces our longing
for more money with the
satisfaction of financial
security and freedom from

burdensome debit.
Making it all work takes
time. It requires Godly

wisdom, and that doesn't
come in a two-hour class
(or in one sermon). But

While Amy’s sight is gone,
and her mobility has been
reduced, what has not |eft
her is an indomitable spirit
and her confidence in God.

Amy shared a poem with us
that gives us a little insight
into her world of blindness,
and of her trust in her
Creator. We would like to
share it with you here as a
sweet reminder that God's
love is with us through our
trials, no matter how large
or small.

Thanks Amy for your sweet
words!

-- Disabilities Ministries

after five weeks, we hope
these seventh and eighth
grade students and their
parents will understand
that we are al truly rich.

We pray they will wak
away with the assurance
that we are given enough
to not only take care of our
own needs, and those of
our families, but to return
favor to Jesus who loves
us so much that he died for
us.

The absolute lesson is that,
in the upside down world
of our God of Grace, it is
not what we give but what
we do with that which we
are freely and richly given
that matters.

-- Vicki Strong, Life
Planning Ministries




I had the amazing
experience of being part of
the Mexico Missions Team
last year. | wasn't sure what
to expect, but | knew |
wouldn't be disappointed
and | wasn't!

There were so many life-
changing events, but the
ones that touched my heart
the most were those that
involved the kids. Even
though | didn't know a lot
of Spanish, my favorite part
of the day was playing with
and teaching the kids about
Jesus.

We had lots of fun sharing
God's love through stories,
games, activities and just
hanging out! From the
beginning, most of the kids
loved to be with us, but a
few were afraid. We kept
reaching out to them and
finaly they accepted our
love. It was awesome to be
God' s hands and feet!

| was so happy to have the
opportunity to earn a lot of
money for Mexico a the
garage sale last year. Not
only was it a great way to
earn money, which | redly
needed to go on the mission
trip, but it was also lots of
fun (and a good reason to

clean out my room!). | am
looking forward to being a
part of it again this year!

-- Kara Hayden

Is it spring cleaning time at
your house? Please hang
onto your things a little
while longer! The youth
will be collecting those
slightly used “treasures’ for
the upcoming Lions
Garage Sale May 9-10.

Last year, we had more than
40 youth and parents work
337 hours on the garage
sale and map sdes. Your
donations raised amost
$4,000 to help youth fund
mission trips and other
activities.

This year, our youth are
again preparing for mission
trips to Mexico, as well as
Rapid City, South Dakota,
and Matoon, Illinois. They
will also be working on
local service projects during
Summer Stretch.

Youth commit to working
a the garage sde in
exchange for a portion of
the proceeds, which are
then used for youth
activities. 10% of all
proceeds also go into the
Y outh Scholarship Fund.

Collection days will be
Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings (May 7-8).
Thanks for keeping your
stuff for us until then!

Questions or would like to
donate? Contact Terri
Albrecht, 651-731-8633. A
signup sheet for workers
will be posted Sunday,
April 13.

And, if you don't have
anything to donate, or
don't want to work, you
can ill help out -- Just
don’'t forget to shop!
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Wednesday, April 2 -- Deep Impact and Foundations classes on Spring
Break. No classes, no gathering. {

Saturday, April 19, 8-10 a.m. -- Habitat for Humanity/Thrivent Builds
Fundraiser at Applebee’ sin Woodbury. Tickets for the pancake breakfast ‘
are $5 and will be sold in the church lobby Sunday, April 13. Proceeds

benefit Habitat for Humanity. Call Donna Jones, 651-735-7860, with

guestions.

Friday, April 11 - Sunday, April 13 -- Redeeming Eve, Woodbury
Lutheran Women' s Retreat at L ake Wapogasset, Amery, WI. Contact
Mary Lehman, 651-739-5144, ext. 201, to register. For more information,
go online to www.woodburylutheran.org.

Sunday, April 13 - Sunday April 20 -- LCMSflood relief work daysin
SE Minnesota. Work one day, severa days or stay all week. Housing
provided. Work available for high school youth and adults, skilled and unskilled. Contact Vicki Strong, 651-730-5049.

Sunday, April 13, Noon -- “Doing Money God's Way,” Crown Financial Ministries presentation will give participants
clear Biblica and practical advice on establishing and staying with a budget that honors God and your values. In this
time of economic downturn, this free lunch seminar might be just what you need! Sponsored by Life Planning
Minigtries; register online, on the wall in the lobby or call 651-739-5144, ext. 236. Childcare available by registration.

Sunday, April 13, Noon -- Hearts and Hands Pizza Dance for adults with disabilities. Pizza, pop and a DJ. To register
or volunteer to serve, contact Cheri Frost, Director of Disabilities Ministries, 651-739-5144, ext. 221.

Thursday, April 17, 5 p.m. -- Over 55 Driver Safety Program Refresher Course sponsored by Thrivent. $10 fee
for materias. Register with Lynnette Mahlke, 651-738-7378.

Friday and Saturday, April 18-19 -- Building a Successful Stepfamily, Mt Olive Lutheran Church, Anoka, co-
sponsored by Woodbury Lutheran Family Life Ministries. Led by nationally-known expert Ron Deal of Successful
Stepfamilies, thisinformative and interactive seminar will help you learn important fundamental s for building a great
stepfamily home. Cost of this two-day conference is only $120.00. Pick up formsin the Children and Family Center
(lower level), contact Jane Dibbern, dibbernj @woodburylutheran.org, or call Jane at 651-739-5144.

Saturday, April 19, 5 p.m. — Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. Take a break and leave your childrenin a
safe, fun, community environment. Contact Kim Dolan for Parents Night Out ($15/child), or Cheri Frogt, ext. 221, for
Time Away for children with disabilities (no charge for Time Away).

Sunday, April 20, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service, Fireside Room, contact Pastor Marlin, 651-739-5144, ext. 217.

Tuesday, April 22, 8:15 a.m. -- Over 55 Driver Safety Program Refresher Course (repeat of April 17 course).
Register with Lynnette Mahlke, 651-738-7378.

Saturday, April 26, 9 am. -- Confirmation Brunch.

Sunday, April 27, Noon -- “Financial Freedom God’'s Way,” Crown Financial Ministries presentation will give
participants clear Biblical and practical advice on how to spend down debt and begin saving for arainy day emergency.
Register for free lunch seminar online, on the Life Planning Ministries wall in the lobby, or call 651-739-5144, ext. 236.
Childcare available by registration.
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