
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

	
�



�

�
�



�

��
� � 
 � � � � � � � � � �

� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����“ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I  have commanded you. And surely I  am with you 
always, to the very end of the age”  (Matthew 28:19-20).   

Did you know surveys show that 60% of the people in your own neighborhood do not attend church, while 75% 
were once church members?  This erosion of active believers is a sad fact of busy lives and changed priorities.  

In the midst of the present economic crisis and world chaos, the doors of people’s hearts are being opened to 
receive the love of God through the calling of the Holy Spirit.  These difficult times provide great opportunities.  

Rick Warren says in An Easy Method for Sharing Your Faith, “The world is far more ready to receive an 
invitation than we are ready to invite. So just take the challenge.  One way to do this is to write down the names 
of six people you want to take to Heaven with you. They may be friends, family or co-workers.  They’ re people 
you care about, people you can invite to church, people you can share the Good News with.  

“George Gallup did a survey that said in America there are 34 million people who said, ‘ I would go to church if somebody invited 
me.’  Do you think you might know one of those people? Probably!”    

*  * *  * * * *  * * * *  

 

We are asking you to pray with your family and ask God if you should invite a neighbor, friend or family member who is not a 
regular attendee to join you for church on October 26 for “Come and See Jesus”  Sunday. 

Your family will receive a letter and invitation card in the mail in early October to help you invite those people the Lord places on 
your heart. The children will also receive an age-appropriate invitation they can use for their friends.  Additional invitations will be 
available in the lobby. 

The Sanctuary Bible Study on October 5 at 9:30 a.m. will give you encouragement on how to pray and how to invite the unchurched 
to a church service. A bulletin insert will have a summary of the points covered in the Bible study as a review or for those who can 
not attend the Bible Study.   

On October 26, all visitors will receive a small gift, and the sermon will help visitors and members understand who Jesus is. We will 
be reminding you again before that Sunday, but we ask that you plan to pray for and to welcome our visitors every day, but 
especially this chosen day. Be sure to greet visitors around you and encourage them to sign the Friendship Pad.   

 

Remember to pray for people being invited that they are open to 
coming and seeing Jesus. Just as Philip said to Nathanael in John 
1:46 " Come and see for yourself" (NLT). Together we will have a 
major impact in the lives of people for whom the Lord Jesus died to 
redeem and bring them into His family. 

 

If you would like to be on the Prayer Team, please call Ann Gibbs 
at 612-991-6471 or if would be willing to help with Hospitality, call 
Duane Johnson 651-714-8311. 

 -- Vince Setten, Evangelism Elder 
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An old smiling proverb has it that “wherever two or three 
Lutherans are gathered together, there will be an offering.” 
Actually, Lutherans don’t have the corner on offerings. Christians, 
since the very beginning of the church, have made their offerings a 
significant part of their worship.  
 
It’s never been just about money. Our role as managers of what God has given us (which 
includes everything!) takes the broad sweep of how we spend our time, how we spend 
our spiritual gifts and talents, and how we spend our money. Yes, it’s always included 
money.  
 
In the Scriptures we’ re encouraged to give generously and cheerfully. In his second 
letter to the Corinthians, Paul cites the Christians of Macedonia because they gave “as 
much as they were able”  and “even beyond their own ability”  (2 Corinthians 8:3). He 
encourages the Corinthians to be “cheerful”  in their giving, using the Greek word, 
hilaritas (2 Corinthians 9:7). If you see the word, hilarious, there, you’ re right. He’s 
wants us to be hilarious givers who have a smile on our face when the offering basket 
comes by. Why? Because we sense the high privilege we have in furthering the 
Kingdom of God in our own time, that’s why! Again presenting the generous 
Macedonians as a model, Paul recalls how “they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the saints”  (2 Corinthians 8:4). 
  
The Bible has a lot to say about money and how we spend it. Jesus talked about money 
all the time. The baseline principles of priority giving (giving to God first), percentage 
giving (offering God a percentage of our income off the top), and progressive giving 
(growing in giving as God increases our income) are imbedded in both Testaments of the 
Bible.  
 
Woodbury Lutheran Church’s impact on our community and our world has always 
depended on the offerings of its members and friends. That’s the way it worked in the 
churches of the 1st Century, and that’s the way it works now. In economic hard times, 
when we’ re anxious about our financial future, the Kingdom of God can’ t wait for 
correctives to take hold or for our mood to swing. We continue to give, even when it 
stretches us.     
 
For all your giving in the past to support our church’s mission, thank you. May the Holy 
Spirit challenge you to progress in your giving as you give to God first, before any other 
bill is paid. In 2009, look forward to a campaign by which we hope to address our 
church’s indebtedness of over $3 million. $2 million of that debt goes back to the new 
sanctuary and lower level we built in the 1990’s. More than $1 million is left from our 
construction last year. Like any family, cleaning up our debt frees up funds for other 
purposes. We hope to do that – fund the mission of our church further by retiring our 
debt in the next three years.  
 
Please pray about that with me. And smile…next weekend you get to give an offering!  
�
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good you can, by all the 
means you can, in all the 
ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the 
people you can, as long as 
you ever can." 

That is greatness. You can 
begin by looking for small 
tasks that no one else wants 
to do. Do these little things 
as if they were great things, 
because God is watching. 

-- Cheri Frost, Servant 
Ministries 

the bottom of your "things to 
do" list. 

We miss many occasions for 
serving because we lack 
sensitivity and spontaneity. 
Great opportunities to serve 
never last long. They pass 
quickly, sometimes never to 
return again. You may only 
get one chance to serve that 
person, so take advantage of 
the moment. 

John Wesley was an 
incredible servant of God. 
His motto was: "Do all the 

Congratulations and God’s 
blessings to Luz Guerrero, 
member of  Woodbury 
Lutheran Church, who was 
consecrated as a Lutheran 
Deaconess on Sunday, 
September 7.   

Dr. Mark Preus, Director of 
Oswald Hoffman School of 
Chri stian Outreach at 
Concordia Seminary, and 
Reverend Peter Meier, MN 
South District, as served as 
worship leaders and Pastor 

Dean Nadasdy delivered the 
sermon, based on Phil. 2:5-11., 
“Ministry with an Attitude,” 
which encourages us to follow 
Christ’s example of humility, 
obedience, sacri f i ce and 
service.   

Luz was presented to state her 
promises to be a Deaconess 
and members of our church 
who participated replied with 
promises to support her life 
and ministry. 

Luz is original ly from 
Bucaramanga, Colombia.  She 
graduated from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, 
in May 2008 with a Masters 
Degree in Rel i gi on in 
Diconiate Studies. She will 
work as a missionary at large 
to the Latino community in the 
Twin Cities, supported in 
partnership with Woodbury 
Lutheran Church, Concordia 
University, St. Paul; and MN 
South District of the LCMS.   

We ask you to pray for her 
Latino ministries in the Twin 
Cities. 
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There is 
n o t h i n g 
quite like a 
mass choir!  
Join us 
Satur day, 
October 25 
at 7 p.m., 
as more 
than 200 
voices are raised in song at 
the annual  Woodbury 
Lutheran-hosted mul ti -
church choral festival.  
Choirs from Woodbury 

Lutheran, St. Ambrose 
Cathol ic (the sponsoring 
churches), King of Kings 
Lutheran (Woodbury), Trinity 
Lutheran (Sti l lwater) and 
North Heights Lutheran (Arden 
Hills) will join together under 
the di recti on of  guest 
conductor Sigrid Johnson, 
Artist in Residence — Voice 
and Conductor of the Manitou 
Singers at St. Oaf College in 
Northfield, MN. 

A day-long festival will be 

devoted to choral excellence 
as Ms. Johnson rehearses the 
massed choir in the morning, 
followed by individual choir 
cl inics in the afternoon, 
culminating in an evening 
concert. The concert will 
include individual  choi r 

performances ending with 
pieces by the massed choir 
under the direction of Ms. 
Johnson. 

Bring your family and friends 
and join us for this Choral 
Festival to be held in the 
church sanctuary. A freewill 
offering will help defray 
expenses.  

It will be a memorable 
evening! 

-- Mark Shepperd,  
Minister of Music 
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From “Real Servants Pay 
Attention” by Rick Warren, 
author of The Purpose  
Driven Life 
 

Never tell your neighbors to 
wait until tomorrow if you 
can help them now. 
Proverbs 3:28 (TEV) 
 
Real servants pay attention 
to needs. Servants are 
always on the lookout for 
ways to help others. When 
they see a need, they seize 
the moment to meet it, just 

as the Bible commands us: 
"Whenever we have the 
opportunity, we have to do 
what is good for everyone, 
especially for the family of 
believers" (Galatians 6:10 
GWT). 

When God puts someone in 
need right in front of you, he 
i s gi v i ng you the 
opportunity to grow in 
servanthood. Notice that 
God says the needs of your 
church family are to be 
given preference, not put at 
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I  h a v e 
i m m er s e d 
myself in 
L i f e 
Pl an n i n g 
since the 

ministry was 
established 18 

months ago. My days are spent 
finding ways to instruct others 
about finances, wills, legal 
power of attorney forms, 
health care directives, legacy 
planning – All those things 
that help priori tize and 
organize life so that each 
member of our congregation 
can live it to the fullest 
without worry. 

We recommend making sure 
the spouse who doesn’ t have 
regular responsibi l i ty for 
paying the bills can get 
through the basics. We 
encourage families to make 
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sure they have adequate 
insurance, a rainy day fund for 
emergencies and a handle on 
what would happen if the 
family breadwinner could no 
longer work.   

In short, we’ re encouraging 
you to pay attention to things 
most of us don’t think about 
nearly enough, because when 
we do, we tend to do just that  
-- think about it instead of 
doing it -- and it stresses us 
rather than rel ieves our 
burden.  

Through it all Kerry and I 
have done a lot of preaching 
that a rainy day might come 
tomorrow and we’d all better 
be ready, regardless of our age 
or stage of life. 

When Bruce was diagnosed 
with Acute Myelogenous 
Leukemia the end of August, 
the Life Planning forms he had 

picked up at our seminars last 
fall were in his office, undone.  
Mine, similarly incomplete, 
are in my office here. We had 
“bandaid insurance”  that we’ re 
still sorting through. And as 
for my knowing how to pay 
the bills: What is online 
banking and auto payments, 
and why all the fuss? 

In other words, it is pouring 
and we don’ t have an 
umbrel l a!  So, we are 
scrambling to get our financial 
and legal house in order, too.  
Only now, as the hospital 
social worker says, I ’m 
operating with a frontal lobe 
that has the word leukemia in 
it and not room for much else, 
and Bruce has chemo brain… 
We’re a great, clear-headed 
pair! 

How much easier it would 
have been had we just 
practiced what I preach!  Now, 
how about you?  Are you 

confident what God has 
planned for you is a very long 
life that doesn’ t include rainy 
days? How do you know what 
storms are coming your way? 

So, my advice is to do as I say, 
not as I have done. Watch for 
Life Planning seminars that 
will help you get that umbrella 
ready or pick up the forms on 
the Life Planning Ministries 
wall and start the process 
yourself.  And, don’ t hesitate 
to call and leave a message 
(651-739-5144, ext. 236) to 
get help on making decisions 
or filling out the forms. I’m 
getting to be an expert! 

-- Vicki Strong,  
Life Planning Ministries 

 (P.S.  Thank you for all your 
support – We are humbled and 
astounded at what God has 
done through all of you!) 

What makes Cel ebrate 
Recovery different from any 
other recovery program? 

Celebrate Recovery is based on 
God’s word, the Bible. When 
Jesus taught the Sermon on the 
Mount, He began by stating 8 
ways to be happy, or blessed. 
Today we call them the 
Beattitudes. These are the 
pr i nci pl es of  Cel ebrate 
Recovery. 

Celebrate Recovery is forward-
looking. Rather than wallowing 
in the past or dredging up and 
rehearsing painful memories 
over and over, Celebrate 
Recovery focuses on the future. 
Regardless of what has already 
happened, the solution is to 
start making wise choices now 
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and depend on Christ’s power 
to help make those changes. 

C el eb r a t e R ec o v er y 
em ph asi z es per son al 
responsibi l i ty. Instead of 
playing the “accuse and 
excuse”  game of victimization, 
this program helps people face 
up to their own poor choices 
and deal with what they can do 
something about. We cannot 
control all that happens to us, 
but we can control how we 
respond to everything. That is a 
secret of happiness. When we 
stop wasting time fixing the 
blame, we have more energy to 
fix the problem. When we stop 
hiding our own faults and stop 
hurling accusations at others, 
then the healing power of 
Christ can begin working in 

our mind, will and emotions. 

Celebrate Recovery emphasizes 
spiritual commitment to Jesus 
Christ. The third principle calls 
for people to make a total 
surrender to Christ. Lasting 
recovery cannot happen without 
this step. 

Celebrate Recovery utilizes the 
biblical truth that we need each 
other in order to grow spiritually 
and emotionally. It is built 
around small group interaction 
and the fellowship of a caring 
community. We need each 
ot her .  Fel l owshi p and 
accountability are important to 
spiritual growth. 

Celebrate Recovery addresses 
all types of habits, hurts and 

hang-ups. Some recovery 
programs deal only with 
alcohol  or drugs, but 
Celebrate Recovery deals 
with all issues that rob us of 
peace, joy and serenity. 

Celebrate Recovery produces 
lay ministers. Because it is 
biblical, Celebrate Recovery 
produces a stream of people 
who get excited to use their 
gifts and talents serving the 
Lord in some capacity of the 
church. 

Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Thursday at 6:45 for 
large group, with dinner 
beforehand an small groups 
after the large group meeting. 
Join us! 
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Thursdays, October  2, 9, 15, 23, 30 , 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.  For information, contact Kaye or Tom, 651-
436-8308  

 

Saturday, October 4, 11, 18, 25, 9:00 a.m., Journey to Financial Freedom 

 

Sunday, October 5, 12:30 p.m. Homecoming08 Festival Church Picnic at the St. Croix Campus 

 

Thursday, October  9 , 4:30 - 6:45 p.m. -- Loaves and Fishes.  Monthly opportunity to help serve meals to the poor at St. 
Matthews Catholic Church in West St. Paul. Contact Lindsey to register, 651-739-5144 

 

Thursday, October  9 &  23, 7:00 p.m. Career Transitions networking and support in the Fireside Room, no registration needed. 

 

Saturday, October 11, 8:30 - 1:30 p.m. -- Life Planning Legal Matters Crash Course.  Health Care Directives, Christian Wills, 
Legacy (Estate) Plans, Preplanning Your Funeral and Discovering Tax Breaks Through Legacy Gifting.  Register for seminar and 
lunch, bring your family members!  Leave a message for Vicki, 651-739-5144, ext. 236 

 

Sunday, October 12, 4 p.m. -- Installation of Pastor Tom Pfotenhauer.  Service and celebration. 

 

Tuesday, star ting October  14, 6:30 p.m. The Truth Project Bible Study 

 

Monday, October 14 &  27, 9:00 a.m., MOPS Fall Session  

 

Thursday, October  16, 7:00 p.m., Military Suppor t Group 

 

Saturday, October 18, 5 p.m. -- Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. Take a break and leave your children in a safe, fun, 
community environment. Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at Connection Corner for Parents Night Out ($15/child), or 
call Cheri Frost, ext. 221, for Time Away for children with disabilities (no charge for Time Away)  

 

Sunday, October 19, 12:00 noon, Healing Service in the Fireside Room 

 

Monday, October 27, 7:00 p.m., C.H.O.W., Christian Homeschoolers of  
                                                         Woodbury meet in the Paul Room. 
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