Join usfor Christmas worship

December 24 — 4, 6 and 11 p.m.
December 25 — 10:00 am.
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“Untethered by time, (God) seesus dl...And He loves N\ «Qgﬁ@g’ -
what He sees. Flooded by emotion, overcome by pride, Z%@;[ﬂﬁ@
the Starmaker turnsto us, one by one, and says‘You are / R
My child. I love you dearly. I'm aware that someday you'll b
turn from Me and walk away. But | want you to know, I've
already provided away back.’

“And to prove it He did something extraordinary. Stepping from His throne,
He removed His robe of light and wrapped Himself in skin, pigmented human
skin. Thelight of the universe entered a dark wet womb. He whom angels
worship nestled Himself in the placenta of a peasant, was birthed into the cold
night, and then slept on cow's hay. Mary didn't know whether to give Him
milk or give Him praise, but she gave Him both since He was, asnear as she
could figure, hungry and holy. Joseph didn't know whether to call Him Junior
or Father. But in the end he called Him Jesus, since that's what the angel had
said and since he didn't have the faintest idea what to name God whom he
could cradle in hisarms.

“Can anything make me stop loving you?’ God asks. “Watch me speak your
language, deep on your earth, and feel your hurts. Behold the maker of sight
and sound as he sneezes, coughs, and blows hisnose. Y ou wonder if |
understand how you feel ? Look into the dancing eyes of the kid in Nazareth;
that’s God walking to school. Ponder the toddler at Mary’ s table; that’s God
spilling his milk.

“Y ou wonder how long My love will last? Find your answer on a splintered cross,
on acraggy hill. That's Me you see up there, your Maker, your God, nail-stabbed,
and bleeding. Covered in spit and sin-soaked. That's your sin I'm feeling. That's
your death I'm dying. That's your resurrection I'm living. That's how much | love
you." —fromIn The Grip of Grace by Max Lucado
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Pretty much from the gtart of Woodbury Lutheran Church in 1968,

there has been variety in the songs we sing. The early years of

worship included singing straight-from-the-hymnal Order of Matins aswell as the Chicago
Folk Service. For the younger ones reading this, who have never heard folk music, ask your
parents or grandparents. Our church has always had a heart for singing traditional hymnody
aswell as putting our praise and faith to the popular music of our culture.

This variety was therein the New Testament church, too. In Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians
5:19, the apostle Paul encourages the singing of “psalms, hymns, and spiritua songs.” It’'s
quite possible that the psalms they sang were just that, musical settings of the Book of
Psalms. The hymns were likely more formal expressions of their faith. And the spiritua
songs may have expressed their faith in the music of their culture. Variety!

Despite the Biblical model of freedom and variety in worship, many churches today find
themselves torn apart by worships wars, often centering on the style of music they use or
don’t use. Once in awhile here at Woodbury Lutheran, friends will ask for more of their
favorite kind of music or even their favorite two or three hymns. That’ s fine. We all have
our favorites. I'm so grateful, though, that we don’t spend our timein fighting about the way
we worship.

What matters more to me than anything is that we worship “in spirit and in truth.” Those are
Jesus’ words in John 4:24. That means we worship with integrity and that the words we use
in worship honor the truth of the best words ever written, spoken, or sung —the inspired
words of the Bible. I'm also grateful that our worship isexcellent, our very best efforts at
receiving God' s gifts and giving Him our prayers and praisein a way that truly honors Him.

As|’ve said many times, | stand (or better, kneel!) in wonder at the musical gifts God brings
to our worship. The wealth of our church’smusical talent is amazing. One solo voice after
another israised brilliantly to God' s glory. Choirs, praise bands, worship teams, and a
congregation that lovesto sing in worship —it al lifts us above the everyday struggles and
routines.

Many, many thanksto our Minister of Music Mark Shepperd for hislasting contribution to
our faith and life! His original compositions are sung in churches around the country, and
we're blessed to have him among us! Thanksto al our musical groups: the Woodbury
Lutheran Chorale, Celebration, Praise Band, and Brass Ensemble in the sanctuary, al
directed by Mark Shepperd; our Genesis Worship Team and their leader, Joel Symmank; our
Bell Choairs, directed by Kathy Jackson; Kids of the Kingdom, directed by Angela Sadat; and
the Church Mouse Chair, directed by Barbara Koch. Thanks as well to our many soloists.
And thanksto you for singing with a full heart and voice the psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs of our faith.

You areall such blessings! Especially in this beautiful holiday season, the beauty and the
variety of your music touches our souls and lifts usto where angels sing.

— Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor

Baptisms:

Marriages.

Service Times
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The passage above comes
from a section of Scripture
that gives us a beautiful
glimpse into the heart of
Jesus.  Jesus was traveling
with His disciples when a
man made himsalf known.
Now he was not just any old
average man, he was a leper
and he was covered with
leprosy. Thetext tells us that
the man fell a the feet of
Jesus, buried his face to the
ground and begged for
healing.

This was quite an incident, as
you might know and
understand lepers were to
keep their distance from
“clean” people as to avoid
spreading their disease. Not
this guy, nothing was going
to stop him from getting to
Jesus.  The crowd had to
wonder what was going on
and how would Jesus
respond. To everyone's
amazement not only did Jesus
hea the man, but He did so
by REACHING OUT and
touching him.

This is Jesus in a nutshell,
going and REACHING OUT
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to those who need it the
most. Throughout the
ministry of Jesus you will
notice that He was always
going to people and meeting
them right where they were
at, because He was always
REACHING OUT in the
flow of His everyday life
As followers of Jesus it is
our joy to be REACHING
OUT. A heart for outreach
always begins with the heart
of Jesus. The more we read,
see and experience the Jesus
of Scriptures the more we
cannot help but to be people
who are all about
REACHING OUT.

During the month of
December we have the
opportunity to focus on
some of the COutreach
Ministries here at WLC.
Having just hopped on board
a couple of months ago, |
am quickly discovering just
how much outreach is going
on. There are all sorts of
ministries that focus on
REACHING OUT,
everything from Neighbor 2
Neighbor to the Christian
Clost to Come and See
Sunday. Itisvery cool to be
involved in a place that
follows Jesus' lead to reach

out and | am thankful for al
who help with these
ministries.

That being said, REACHING
OUT is not a ministry or a
program, it is al about
following the lead of Jesus as
you go about your daily
lives. We do not need to be
on a Neighbor 2 Neighbor
cal to invite someone to
worship with us. We don't
have to wait for Porch-light
before we can reach out and
pray with someone who is
hurting. It is my prayer as
your Pastor of Outreach that
each and every one of us will
make REACHING OUT a
part of our everyday lives
just like Jesus did.

In avery real way, Jesus has
REACHED OUT and healed
each of us of something
much worse than leprosy.
We now have the privilege
of REACHING OUT as the
hands of Jesus to someone
who has not been heal ed.

What are you waiting for?
The time is short, thetime is
now!

Reaching people with Jesus,

Has God richly blessed you
and your family? During
this season, we have many
opportunities to share our
blessings with others. Here
are some ways you can
serve:

1. Purchase a $30
Rainbow or Cub gift
card, place it in a
Christmas Dinner 2008
envelope and placeitin
the offering baskets
December 7 and 14.

2. Pick upaToy Tree tag
and bring your gift to
church for
distribution by the
Christian  Cupboard
December 15 and 16.

3. Dediver poinsettias to
families of those who
has lost loved ones.
Sign up at the
Welcome Center.

4. Bring socks, hats,
mittens and coats for
our Remember The
Poor drives.

5. Servedinner to thosein
need a Loaves and
Fishes Thursday,
December 11. Contact
Lindsey to sign up.

6. Invite a neighbor to
join you for the WLC
Festival Christmas
Concert.



Celebrate Recovery is a
confidential Christ centered
recovery and support
program. It is for anyone
who wants to explore new
and healthy ways of living
in a sanful and complicated
world.

Celebrate Recovery offers
support and guidance in
mending broken promises,
broken relationships, and
broken dreams. It offers us
a time to connect with a
loving and powerful God in
community with others.
We learn that accepting
God's grace in our lives
leads us to life changing
solutions and provides a
pathway to peace. This
enables us to live our lives
the way God intended us to
live, with peace, joy and
serenity, despite what may
be going on around us.
Celebrate Recovery is
making a difference!

One of our weekly
participants shares pieces
from her personal
testimony on how
Celebrate Recovery has
made a difference for her.
Jeanni€'s story is only one
of many likeit.

“1 am Jeannie, a grateful
believer and follower of
Jesus Chrig. | came to
Celebrate Recovery two
years ago because my life
was out of control. My life
was not working. It was
confusing and quite
painful. | needed help. |

have struggled with being
overly responsible, feeling
guilty, managing my anger,
identifying the reasons for
my anxiety, people
pleasing, fear, silencing my
own voice, overlooking my
needs, doing, doing, and
doing some more, and
having difficulty resting
and being kind and gentle
to myself.

“1 have blamed myself for
things that were not my
responsibility. | have
suffered from a lack of
confidence in my ahility to
solve problems or manage
life.

‘So | came to Celebrate
Recovery here at
Woodbury Lutheran
Church. That was in the
spring of 2006, over two
years ago. | am so glad that
| did. It has been one of the
best decisions | have ever
made. Since then my life
has radically and
progressively changed.

“My life was in chaos, but
the Lord is restoring me to
sanity. | am learning how
to have peace and serenity
in my life. Celebrate
Recovery has not been a
cure for the difficulties of
life, but a way to live with
the difficulties of life.

“Life is hard. There are
constant issues and
problems that arise |
needed to know how to live
here. Celebrate Recovery
has helped me know how
to live here until the day |
go home to live with my
Savior.

“l no longer feel alone. |
have made some dear
friends here. | can be me. |

can speak my thoughts and
feelings. | can validate myself
and be validated by others.
Increasingly the outside of
me matches who | am on the
inside.

“1 have grown to like me and
to appreciate the me that God
has made and loves, despite
my struggles and problems.
Celebrate Recovery is a place
to heal. | cannot fully explain
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nor comprehend why
Celebrate Recovery works,
but I know it does. It just
does. To God be the

glory!”

Celebrate Recovery meets
every Thursday evening at
6:45 p.m. downgtairs in the
Paul Room. For more
information, contact Larry
or Vicky at 651-735-7725.
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DECEMBER EVENTS

Thursdays, December 4, 11, and 18, 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room. For information, contact Kaye or Tom,
651-436-8308

Sunday, December 7, 9:30 a.m. — Ordering Your Life, Legal Considerations: What everyone needs to know about Christian
wills, estate plans, and health care directives, Life Planning Ministries, Ephesians Room

Sunday, December 7, 5:00 p.m. — Sunday School Advent/Christmas Program for age 3 years through third grade

Thursday, December 11, 4:30 - 6:45 p.m. -- Loaves and Fishes. Monthly opportunity to help serve mealsto the poor at St.
Matthews Catholic Church in West St. Paul. Contact Lindsey to register, burkenl @woodburylutheran.org

Thursday, December 11, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in the Fireside Room, no registration needed

Friday, December 12, 7:30 p.m. — Savior of the Nations, Come Christmas Festival Concert, Bridge 121 coffee house open for
dessert

Satur day, December 13, 7:30 p.m. — Savior of the Nations, Come Christmas Festival Concert, Bridge 121 coffee house open for
dessert, Ephesians Room

Sunday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. — My Life, My Plan, Life Planning Ministries Vaues Class. Develop a plan for achieving alife
of great meaning and fulfillment, Ephesians Room, no registration required

Sunday, December 14, Noon — Hearts and Hands Christmas Dinner. To regigter, contact Donna Retter, 651-739-5326. To
volunteer, contact Cheri Frost, 651-739-5144, ext. 221

Sunday, December 14, 4:00 p.m. — Savior of the Nations, Come Chrigmas Festival Concert, Bridge 121 coffee house open for
one hour before the concert

Satur day, December 20, 5 p.m. -- Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. Take a break and leave your children in a safe,
fun, community environment. Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at Connection Corner for Parents Night Out ($15/child),
or call Cheri Frost, 651-739-5144, ext. 221, for Time Away for children with disabilities (no charge for Time Away)

Sunday, December 21, 9:30 a.m. — Intermission, Life Planning Minigtries Values Class. Learn how to take control and live your
lifeto the fullest, even in times of great transition; Ephesians Room, no registration required

Sunday, December 21, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room
Wednesday, December 24 — No Foundations
Wednesday, December 24, 4, 6, and 11 p.m. — Christmas Eve Sanctuary Worship

Wednesday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Worship in Genesis
Thursday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. — Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion
Friday, December 26 — Church office closed

Sunday, December 28 — No Sunday School; no adult education classes

Wednesday, December 31 — No Foundations

Wednesday, December 31, 7:00 p.m. — New Year’s Eve Service
Thursday, January 1 — Church office closed

Sunday, January 4 — No Sunday School; no adult education classes
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