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In 2007, 13, 843 women chose abortion as their answer to a crisis pregnancy.  
At New Life, we believe that number is too high.  We believe that by assisting 
clients in life-affirming decisions with the compassion of Christ we can lower 
that number. 

At New Life Family Services, each client who comes through our doors is a 
divine appointment from God.  Each client interaction is an opportunity to 
show the love of Christ through our words and actions. It is also an opportunity 
to share with clients the opportunity they have for eternal life with God.  We 
have three avenues of service that are embodied through prevention, 
intervention and reconciliation. 

First, we work to prevent unplanned pregnancy through our Abstinence 
Resource Center, by presenting abstinence-only messages in metro area 
schools. We also lead abstinence support groups and give other presentations 
to youth.  We have also been blessed to be a part of Foundations at WLC. 
Several times a year, we present on why abortion is wrong and what students 
can do to help prevent abortion. 

Our intervention services are done through First Care Pregnancy Center. We 
offer free pregnancy testing, free limited ultrasound, pregnancy support 
counseling, parenting programs and adoption services.  Following an 
ultrasound, 93% of our clients choose life. We are so grateful for this powerful 
tool to save the unborn! We appreciate WLC and their support of our services 
through the giving of their time, talents and treasures! 

Lastly, New Life Family Services offers several support groups including: 
Conquerors, our post abortion support program, ARISE, our single parent 
support group, and Uphold, a support group for women who have placed for 
adoption. 

I want to share with you an example of the impact of our ultrasound ministry.  
A client recently came into our office.  She had an appointment scheduled for 
an abortion, but a friend had encouraged her to come to our center first.  She 
came in for an ultrasound, but left without telling us if she was still planning 
on having an abortion.  The next morning, we discovered a message from this 
client; in her message she said, 

“I didn’t think I would see anything. After seeing something I can’t do what I 
wanted to do.  I want to thank you because you saved a couple lives, my sanity 
and the baby’s life.” 

Thank your for your prayers and support which makes stories like this 
possible! 

— New Life Family Services 
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26. Don’t let fear of the 
future cause you to hoard 
(Matthew 6:25-34). 

27. Develop an attitude 
o f  t h a n k f u l n e s s  
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). 

28. Ensure the quality of 
anything you make as a 
witness to the unsaved 
world (1 Corinth. 10:31). 

29. Take the time to pass 
your Christian heritage 
on to your children (2 
Timothy 1:5). 

30. Treat everyone fairly. 
All of us are created in 
God’s image (Genesis 
1:26-27). 

3 1 . D o n ’ t  l e t 
disorganization rob you 
of time, opportunities, 
and money (Proverbs 
27:23-24). 

For more information on 
how you can be more 
intentional in living a life 
as God designed, check 
out the Life Planning 
Ministries wall in the 
lobby or contact Vicki 
Strong, 651-739-5144, 
ext. 236.  

legacy with an estate plan 
(Proverbs 13:22). 

1 8 ,  Avo id  su re t y 
(Proverbs 11:15). 

19. Set aside time to read 
God’s Word every day 
(Psalm 119:105). Learn 
what God has to say about 
life, including finances, 
and don’t stop there. Keep 
on growing and learning. 

20. Balance your work 
with other priorities of 
life, especially your 
family (Psalm 127:2-3). 

21. Acknowledge and 
confess sin in your life. 
Then, accept God’s 
forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 

22. Wisely manage your 
time as well as your 
money (Psalm 90:10-12). 

23. Seek your spouse’s 
counsel in business and 
f a m i l y  b u d g e t i n g 
decisions (Genesis 2:24). 

24. Establish a daily time 
f o r  p r a y e r  ( 1 
Thessalonians 5:17). 

25. Develop an eternal 
perspective (Philippians 
3:7-14). 

In these t imes of 
uncertainty, it is likely you 
are looking for wise 
counsel with regard to 
money, career, and life in 
general, especially as you 
contemplate the coming 
year. As Christians, we 
need go no further than the 
Bible for our counsel.   

Howard Dayton of Crown 
Financial has 31 days of 
advice for January.  Try 
these 31 ways to make 
your life count.  

1.  Make sure you have a 
r ea l  a nd  pe rs on a l 
relationship with Christ 
(John 14:6). 

2. Acknowledge God as 
the owner of everything 
(Psalm 24:1). 

3. Manage your money 
according to God’s 
financial principles (Luke 
16:11) .  Develop  a 
spending plan; stick to it. 

4. Limit borrowing; pay 
off debts earlier than 
required (Proverbs 22:7). 

5. Be content with what 
you have, and accept 
God’s provision for your 
life (Philippians 4:11-12). 

6. Trust the Lord in all 
things, including finances 
(Proverbs 3:5). 

7. Save for emergencies 
and invest for the future 
(Proverbs 6:6-8). 

8. Base your identity on 
who you are in Christ, not 
on what you own 
(Matthew 6:19-21). 

9. Use your talents and 
gifts for the glory of God, 
not temporary gain  
(2 Peter 3:10-12). 

10. Determine how much 
is enough (Ecclesiastes 
5:10). 

11. Give cheerfully, 
beginning with the tithe 
(2 Corinthians 9:7, 
Genesis 14:17-20). 

12. Don’t buy into 
gambling or other 
schemes that promise 
instant riches (1 Timothy 
6:9-10). “Steady plodding 
br ings  p rosper i t y ” 
(Proverbs 21:5 TLB). 

13. Do your job as if you 
were working for Christ 
(Colossians 3:23-24). 
Then, use the money you 
earn to fulfill the life 
pu rpose  God  has 
determined for you. 

1 4 .  B e  h o n e s t 
everywhere, including 
your job, your church, 
and your home (Proverbs 
10:9). Make sure your 
motives are pure and 
genuine (1 Timothy 6:10; 
Luke 12:13-15). 

15. Allow yourself time 
to think about making 
m a j o r  p u r c h a s e s 
(Proverbs 21:20). And, 
regard ing f inanc ia l 
decisions, don’t be afraid 
to seek the counsel of 
others (Proverbs 12:15). 

16. Practice both short-
range and long-range 
planning (Proverbs 21:5). 

17. Establish a lasting 
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address  i s  www. 
samar i tanspurse.org.  
Many of you also asked 
about working at the 
Processing Center.  The 
Processing Center begins 
taking sign-ups in 
August.  Again, that 
information can be found 
on their website. 

Blessings to all of you. 

— Bev Manship and 
Lauren Mills  

Operation Christmas 
Child Coordinators 

we have also touched the 
lives of 41,940 people.  

Many of you included a 
letter in your shoebox, if 
you get a response back, 
and would like to share it, 
we would like to compile 
them in a scrapbook.  
Make a copy and drop it 
in one of our mailboxes at 
church. 

Samaritan’s Purse has a 
goal of reaching 8 million 
children this year.  For 
further updates and 
information the website 
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Thanks to all of you who 
helped with Operation 
Christmas Child.  We 
couldn’t have done this 
without our wonderful 
table greeters and the 
many fami l ies that 
contributed a shoebox or 
additional items.   

Our Relay Center collected 
4,194 shoeboxes – up 40% 
from last year!  As a 
church, we collected 532 
shoeboxes.  The shoeboxes 
from the Midwest area 
went to the following 

countries:  Abkhazia, 
Be l i ze ,  Cameroon , 
K e n ya ,  M a u r i t i u s , 
Mongol ia, Namibia, 
Nepal, Niger, Republic of 
Congo, Rwanda, St. 
Vincent and Trinidad. 

Did you know that for 
every shoebox collected 1 
in 3 will come to accept 
Christ? Every shoebox 
received also touches the 
lives of 10 people.  
Through our relay center 
almost 1,400 people have 
come to accept Christ and 

I realized this morning 
that my family has 
something scheduled 
every day this week and 
that makes things a little 
busier than I like to be. 
To tell you the truth, I 
relish those evenings 
where we can sit and play 
a game together, read a 
little, maybe wrestle with 
John and still be in bed 
fairly early. But you 
probably didn’t start 
reading this article to 
learn about how I like to 
spend my nights at home.  

Looking back at 2008, we 
accomplished a great 
deal. Despite some  
budget concerns, we were 
able to complete the last 
of the long- overdue roof 
repairs on the original 
east end roof. We used 
remaining money from 
the new expansion to 
repair it. We were also 

able to add significant 
insulation to that area 
and, with some creative 
craftsmanship, saved the 
metal flashing that had 
been put up several 
months earlier. 

It was really fun and 
gratifying for me to be 
able to watch the call 
process take place and to 
see the hard work of our 
call committee. It was 
also a privilege to be of 
assistance in completing 
the process to get Pastor 
Tom and Stephanie 
moved. 

We completed the 
financing of our new 
addition this year and 
interest rates cooperated 
enough that we got very 
f a v o r a b l e  t e r m s . 
Associated Bank and our 
friends there always take 
very good care of us. 
Woodbury Lutheran 

Church is blessed to have 
them as an ally. 

As we wrote a new budget 
for 2009, we learned of 
some new options for our 
employee health care. 
Concordia Plans is our 
benefits plan and they 
continue to work very hard 
to give LCMS employees 
good coverage and cost 
effective plans. Prices for 
health care did not increase 
from 2008 and, with the 
addition of new choices for 
staff and staff picking up 
more of the cost, we will 
actually see a cost 
reduction. 

You may never notice this 
and probably did not know 
it even needed to happen 
but all of our windows on 
the east end of our building 
were original wood framed, 
single-paned window. 
Some of the frames were so 
rotten that you could push 

your finger through them. 
One of our members has 
c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d 
knowledge to fix these 
kinds of things and 
purchased the materials 
to replace all of the old 
windows. He installed 
them this fall and they 
look GREAT! Not to 
mention the thousands of 
dollars we saved. 

By the time you read this 
Christmas will be over 
and we will be well into 
January. Who knows 
what the New Year 
brings?! I pray than you 
are blessed and that you 
see God’s grace each and 
every day. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of 
this place and from a 
personal level, thank 
your for the kindness that 
you show to me and my 
family. 

— Mark Stutelberg 
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”I Was Sick and in 
Prison, and You Visited 
Me.” 

That’s how Jesus put the 
divine perspective on 
believers’ visiting those 
who are in prison (also on 
feeding the hungry, 
hosting strangers in our 
homes, and giving clothing 
to people who need them).  
Jesus’ promise concludes 
with, “Whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did 
for me.”  (Matthew 25)  
The needs for ministering 
to those in prison are huge.  
At this time 1 out every 10 
men in Minnesota will 
spend some time in prison 
during their lifetime.  

Woodbury Lutheran’s 
connection with the 
Workhouse began in 1981, 
when our member Herb 
Goetsch heard about an 
opportunity to play guitar 
and lead hymns there.   

T h e  n i c k n a m e 
“Workhouse” derives from 
the fact that some 
“insiders” are allowed to 
be in the work release 
program (we volunteers 
are referred to as 
“outsiders”).  If they have 
a relatively good record 
and own a car, they can 
leave the Workhouse in the 
morning, drive to their 
place of employment, 
work for the day and 
return to the prison for the  
night.  The Workhouse’s 
real name is Ramsey 
County Correct ional 

Facility (RCCF).  It is 
located at Century Ave. 
and Upper Afton Road 
(Valley Creek Road’s 
extension to the west).  
The Workhouse is 
conveniently located eight 
minutes straight west of 
our church. 

When my wife Julie and I 
became members of WLC 
in 1998, we met Herb and 
he told me about his 
serving at the Workhouse 
(perhaps “ministering” 
there would be a better 
way to say it).  He invited 
me to join him and his 
guitar singing and by my 
singing and banjo.  

WLC members also 
m i n i s t e r  a t  t h e 
Washington County Jail 
in Stillwater men and 
women), at the Faribault 
and Rush City State 
Prisons, and at the 
Sandstone Federal Prison 
(men).   

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
opportunities to minister.  
Most needed are a bass 
guitar player at the 
Workhouse, tutors in 
math and Engl ish 
composition at the 
Workhouse, leading Bible 
class on Friday evenings 
at Washington County.   

If interested, please phone 
me at 731-4452 or (cell) 
295-9611. 

— Pastor Deane 
Schuessler 
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Get out of the house and bring the family to our annual Cabin Fever Family Fun Night.  
You will meet animals from the Minnesota Zoomobile, a family favorite.  There will be 
games and prizes.  You can quench your thirst and have a snack at the Cabin Fever Snack 
Shack.  The family will have even more fun at the craft tables just for kids and their parents 
– or – grandparents! 

Just because we’ll be in the middle of a winter 
wonderland we’ll have Sno-cones!  Yum!   

Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to 
Woodbury Lutheran Church’s Cabin Fever Family 
Fun Night!  The cost is $5 per family which covers 
the entire event with the exception of the Snack 
Shack.  

See you there! 
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Do you have information 
about ministries you 
would like to share with 
the entire congregation?   

Our newsletter deadline 
is the 15th of each month 
for the next month (or 
the following Monday if 
the 15th falls on a 
weekend).  No late 
submissions will be 
accepted. 

We appreciate Email 
newsletters; send to 
janssenk@woodbury 
l u t h e r a n . o r g  a n d 
s t r o n g v @wo o d b u r y 
lutheran.org.  You may 
also leave hard copy 
with Kathy in the office. 

If you send us Email 
submissions, please do 
not format the articles.  
Submit as a Microsoft 
Word or similar in 
Times New Roman font 
w i t h o u t  g r a p h i c s 
embedded.  

A t t a c h  p i c t u r e s 
separately.  All people in 
the photos should be 
identified and approve 
use of their photo. 

Your item may be edited 
for clarity or space 
considerations. 

For deadline questions, 
contact Kathy in the 
church office.  For 
information about how 
to structure an article or 
whether an article is 
“newsworthy,” contact 
V i c k i  S t r o n g ,  
651-730-5049.    
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Get involved 
–  

Save a 
baby’s life 

There are a 
number of 
ways you 
can become 
involved in 

Sanctity of Life Month.  
Your action can serve not 
only babies but young 
women and men who are 
f a c i n g  u n p l a n n e d  
pregnancies.   

Stop by our table in the 
lobby on three consecutive 
Sundays to learn more about 
New Life Ministries and  
several Sanctity of Life 
Month activities in which 

you and your family can 
become involved. 

January 4 
Financial Support  

We will be passing out 
Baby Bottles.  Pick up a 
baby bottle on Sunday 
morning outside both wor-
ship venues.  Take it home 
with you and fill it with 
spare change.   

These bottles go directly to 
New Life Family Services.  
See more about New Life 
Family services in the front 
page article. 

January 11 
Increase the visibility of 
our mission 

Sign up to car pool and at-
tend the March for Life at 
the State Capital.  This event 
is on Thursday, January 22.   

January 18 
Provide prayer support 

Sign up to pray in our Prayer 
Chapel for a vigil for Sanc-
tity of Life.  The vigil will be 
held  on Friday, January 23 
from 7:00 am – 9:30 pm.   
There are 30-minute time 
slots; sign up will be on the 
Prayer Chapel door. 

Thank you for your hearts 
for the unborn and those in 
crisis pregnancies. 
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J A N U A R Y  E V E N T S  
 

Thursday, January 1 — Church office closed 

Sunday, January 4 — No Sunday classes for adults, youth or children.  Classes resume January 11 

Wednesday, January 7 — Deep Impact (senior high) resumes 

Thursdays, January 8, 15, 22, 29, 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.  For information, contact Kaye or 
Tom, 651-436-8308  

Thursday, January 8, 4:30 - 6:45 p.m. -- Loaves and Fishes.  Monthly opportunity to help serve meals to the poor at 
St. Matthews Catholic Church in West St. Paul. Contact Lindsey to register, burkenl@woodburylutheran.org 

Thursdays, January 8 and 22, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in the Fireside Room, no 
registration needed 

Sunday, January 11 — In Pursuit of Passion: Finding a life of meaningful ministry Sunday morning class, Ephesians 
(Family Room). Co-sponsored by Servant Ministries and Life Planning Ministries; facilitated by Vicki Strong and 
Nancy Branton 

Wednesday, January 14, 6:00-7:30  — Wild Wednesday Foundations Fun Night (Alpha classes will meet as usual) 

Friday, January 16  — Hearts and Hands Beach Party for adults with developmental disabilities and their staff.  To 
register, contact Donna Retter, 651-739-5326.  To volunteer, contact Cheri Frost, 651-739-5144, ext. 221 

Saturday, January 17, 5 p.m. -- Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. Take a break and leave your children in 
a safe, fun, community environment. Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at Connection Corner for Parents 
Night Out ($15/child), or call Cheri Frost, 651-739-5144, ext. 221, for Time Away for children with disabilities (no 
charge for Time Away)  

Sunday, January 18, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room 

Wednesday, January 21 —  Foundations Junior High classes resume 

Thursday, January 22 — March for Life at State Capitol.  Sign up to 
carpool on Sunday, January 11 in the church lobby 

Friday, January 23 — Sanctity of Life Prayer Vigil all day, Prayer 
Chapel.  Sign up Sunday, January 18 

Saturday, January 24, 6:00—8:00 p.m. — Cabin Fever Family Fun 
Night.  Bring the kids, grandpa and grandma and enjoy an evening 
with the Zoomobile.  $5 will cover your family 
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new small groups 
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4 months + 3 purposes + 1 savior 

  =8 great friends, 8 life changing gatherings 
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  2 Dennis & Linda Laue 
 Chris & Dawn Kroohn 
  4 Dave & Rebecca Martini 
  5 Derek & Julie Fritze 
  8 Anders & Sarah Davidson 
  9 Adrian & Joann Kjelshus 
11 Roger & Shirley Rodgers 

12 James & Evelyn Reed 
 Arthur & Marian Lensegrav 
14 Brandon & Heidi Crist 
15 Peter & Lynn Johnson 
16 Brad & Kris Sweet 
18 Jim & Joy Nassios 
20 Arthur & Carolyn Reichstadt  

22 Phillip & Wendy Baumgarn 
27 Matt & Jodi Kelsey 
28 Mike & Vicki Hunst 
29 James & Kristin Goodreid 
31 Earl & Eileen Reinhardt 
 Kevin & Julie McGary 




