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| don’t know about you, but | was amazed this past weeledn the story about

the US Airways pilot who safely landed his plane in the ldndRiver after
losing both of his engines. According to reports, itktaeven minutes for
Captain Sullenberger to assess the situation, make a decisiatagdvith the

help of his co-pilot, safely land the plane. To do what && to do took hours

and hours of preparation, planning, understanding, experimnd teamwork and
because of that every passenger and crew member walked away frontya dead
disaster.

Observing families over the past few years, and being in ayfamjself, |
noticed that family life can be the most disastrous when treese'ttbeen a plan.
Families have financial plans, college plans, sports team planation plans,
meal plans and on and on. But many families don't have annaglim that
defines who they are as a family of faith.

Families of faith have goals that reflect their values, like @etsgrust, caring,
understanding and loving one another. Families of faith take for one
another. Families of faith make time for God, Families athf have thought
through and are as committed to their children’s spiritaallyg as they are to
their academic and sports goals. Families of faith, knowittieatough being in a
family sometimes, but we never give up on one another. iganaf faith know
that forgiveness happens daily. Families of faith know Hehg a family in
today’s world is tough and that not all families have tmes rules or values as
ours.

Back to Captain Sullenberger. On January 16th when he crawiedthat
cockpit, he didn’t think, “Boy, | hope | remember whateled to do today in case
a flock of geese fly into my engines and | have to make an emergging in
the Hudson River.” Instinct, knowledge and experience “kickédrid a miracle
occurred. (Of course, | see God all over this story too!)

Being a family of faith takes time, preparation and commitm=ritafter making
this commitment you will begin to see your family grawimstinct, knowledge
and experience.

Family Ministry wants to help you be that family of faithake advantage this
year of parenting classes, marriage enrichment opportunitieamuilgt service
opportunities. Make a commitment to worship regularly togreéts a family and
figure out ways to make faith come alive at home. Fastensgaibelts....

— Jane Dibbern
Family Ministries
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Baptisms:
THE VALUE OF WORSHIPING GOD
In my newsletter articles this year we're focusing on the
values that drive our ministries. You're hearing a sermon
series in January and February based on the Scriptural
truths supporting these values. ! " HH
The value our church has put at the top of our list is lipr&Vorship is where a
lot of people begin their life in God. Many come to faithJesus Christ while at ]
worship. For sure, people have given their lives for the fneetb worship. Marriages:
Others have traveled oceans to worship in a way they believgdidémored God. $% |
| suppose that's why I'm always amazed at how quickly sompl@ean blow off
worship. The enemies of faithful worship are hardly foabid. A sniffle, a
football game, a late Saturday night, or a snowfall all seelnave power over the Deaths:
contemporary American Christian when it comes to getting threreorship. |
Spiritual warfare is not always in legendary battle zones,slmply a choice % # &#
between getting out of bed or just rolling over. gf‘ #
Just as poor, | suppose, is to be in worship andeadhere, if you know what | ,% A &

mean. God shows up in all His glory, but we may be therdeody but not in
spirit. We can go through the motions and words and woaltienwvards, “What
did | just do?” It's sort of like driving home and n@membering anything that

happened along the way. The Lord has a marked distaste feothif absent-in-
spirit worship. In Isaiah 29:13, He sayfhese people come near to me with their
mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts far from me.”

That's why it's so important to prepare for our timgswworship — to come
expecting God to do something truly impactful in youe.lift means coming Service Times
ready to behold, to learn, to pray and praise from the haadtto receive. You

may want to put it all on the preacher or the choir, bua ireal way you're (
responsible for what you give and receive in worship. ) $ (- ..
RO* S +*(— ..
On staff lately, we have been talking a lot about a couplelsf/alues that come
along with this basic value of worship. One is a commitntergive God two
hours every Sunday, an hour of worship and an hour d¢ Bindy. The other is
to commit to being in worship as a family. I'm amazed at haveh a third grader 1## $ (
can get of worship if given the chance. My guess is you’hésring more about RO #
these two sub-values in the next months and years. B4 --+5-
So today affirm with me the value that puts us in contadt @ibd's Word and 1## 6 *(
Sacraments in worship and sends us out to worship Harinvork and witness 0
as Christians. For us, life itself, after all, is worship! (7..8,0%..
. 9 (:-+<20/8-+,,
Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor =( :;-+< 20/80-0;
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Imagine a white canvas ready gifts within children, or we

for an artist to begin a
masterpiece.

Do you see it in your mind’s
eye? God gives our
preschool & kindergarten
teachers the wonderful
responsibility of helping
children express on the
canvas of their life what He
has already placed in their
hearts.

Will we try to make every

picture on the canvas look the
same, or will we marvel as
the artists express their
creativity? Will we provide

support for all the children as
they venture out to new and

can consciously
unconsciously stifle them.

or

It is our joy within our

preschool and kindergarten
classrooms to give children
opportunities to explore,
create, pray, discover, get
messy, ask questions, think
about and give answers,
solve problems, and use
their imaginations. It is our
prayer that God uses each
member of our staff as an
instrument to support His
plans and purposes in the
lives of children.

It is a privilege to
come alongside
parents in helping
children become all
that God has createg
them to be....each one
precious... each one 3
masterpiece.

Woodbury Lutheran
Preschool &
Kindergarten is now
accepting enrollment

for the 2009-2010
school year.
For more information,
contact Dorothy Blaisdell,

Director, at 651-739-5146 o
blaisdelld@woodbury
lutheran.org Enrollment
forms also available on theg
church website:
www.woodburylutheran.org
(go to School).

— Dorothy Blaisdell,
Woodbury Lutheran
Preschool and Kindergarten

Hello,
Lutheran!

Woodbury

This will be one of an ongoin
series of monthly updates
your daughter church, the
Alley. We are so thankful fq
your support and th
partnership that our churches
have had. Even now, we
could not do the mission that
we do, or be the church that e
are, without your prayers amnd
support.
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A lot has happened since \e
launched in Septembeér
2008. Most recently, we
moved into the ol;ti
Crossroads building on the
corner of 80th and Jamaita
and are praying about how [to
use the space to God's
glory. The picture belo

shows one of our recent
Sunday mornings in the ngw
location. This next year is fyll
of potential and we aife
earnestly seeking how Ga¢d
wants to use us to take His
name to the streets. If you
have any questions or woyld
like to contact us, call us pt
651-399-1851 or e-mail us apy
time atinfo@theAlley.org

unfamiliar places?  When
they feel insecure about the
next step, will we encourage
them to confidently step
higher?

In the heart of all children is
the desire to express theil
God-given gifts and talents—
gifts and talents given to
fulfill His special purpose for
each life. As parents and

educators, we can choose t®

appreciate and welcome the




You'd be amazed at the
number of different places in
this world that Woodbury
Lutheran Church touched in
2008. Consider rural
Uganda; Kake, Alaska;
Montego Bay, Jamaica;
Trondheim, Norway;
southern China; Cottage
Grove, Minnesota; Quito,
Ecuador. And that's just a
partial list!

WLC has a heart for
missions and our members
demonstrate it by going to
far-off places, by supporting
others that go, by donating
supplies for mission causes,
and by praying for the work
of the Great Commission.

The Mission Board wants to
thank you for the part you
played in touching parts of
the world.

We also want you to
consider new steps you
might take to allow God to
grow your heart for
missions. Perhaps you'll
consider a short-term
mission trip — several are
being planned in 2009.
Maybe you'll take a look at

some resources in the church first-hand

library to learn more.

(Serving as Sendersy
Neal Pirolo is a wonderful
way to be involved in
missions if you're unable
to travel to the mission
field yourself; andraithful
Women and their
Extraordinary Godby the
Twin Cities’ Noel Piper
provides inspiring stories
of ordinary Christians that
God has used.) If you know
a missionary or have been
providing support to one
over the years the Board
would love to know about
it We can help you
develop a stronger support
relationship by establishing
a Prayer and Care Team or
PACT. Missionaries rely
on others to pray for them
and they would love to
know you’re involved that
way.

Two significant mission
milestones occurred late in
2008. First, we welcomed
Pastor Tom Pfotenhauer
into WLC as our Pastor of
Outreach and Missions.
We're excited that he will
be a shepherd for our
existing missionaries. His
experiences

doing sports missions

provide a great base for him to
minister to those who have
gone out into the world and
those that are considering it.

The second milestone? Our
daughter church, theAlley, has
grown into a new facility!
They left their weekly home
at Cottage Grove Junior High
School and moved into the
former Crossroads Church
building at the intersection of
80" and Jamaica in Cottage
Grove. This is really exciting,
given that theAlley was just
launched by WLC in 2007!
We encourage you to check
out their worship some
Sunday, greet Pastor Ben, and
remind him that we care about
theAlley. Also, you may wish
to visit their website:
theAlley.org.

In November 2009, we will
host the Taste of Ethnic
Missions, an event that
highlights missions among
local immigrant people groups
in  Minnesota. It features
delicious ethnic foods and
stirring stories of the work

>
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being done by the LCMS.
Stay tuned for more
information.

Thank you for your support
of missions — you have
helped WLC touch many
places in our world. And
think about how you might
grow by touching the world
for Jesus as a missions
participant.

If you have questions or
comments you'd like to
share with the Board, please
contact Mike Sabbann at
651-731-6236.

— Mike Sabbann,
WLC Mission Board



Just after he got his first job,
John* purchased a life

insurance policy. That

purchase was evidence of
John’s ability to plan and his
thoughtful consideration for

his family. If he were to die

an untimely death, his parents
wouldn't be left with the cost

of a funeral.

However, 25 vyears, a
wedding and three children
later, that policy is a very
small portion of John and his
wife’'s current financial

assets. John says, “I am
comfortable | have more than
enough life insurance without
this policy to make sure my
family would be well-cared

for financially. So, the policy,

while a good investment for
its time, has outlasted its
purpose.”

After attending a Thrivent

seminar on legacy gifts, John
discovered a unique way to
leave a gift to Woodbury
Lutheran’s Endowment Fund.
He named the fund the owner
and the beneficiary of the
$10,000 life insurance policy.
Since the policy requires the
continuation of an annual
premium payment, John
pledged an annual
contribution to Woodbury

Lutheran’s endowment fund
which pays for the premium.

For John, the contribution has
several benefits. The cash
value of the policy was
deductible for the year in
which the donation was
made, and donating the
church the funds to pay the
annual premium gives John
an ongoing tax
deduction. Since the amount
of the deduction associated
with a specific gift varies
according to a donor’s
situation, John consulted with

his tax advisor to determine
the deductible amount of his
gifts.

More important to John than
the deduction is that John’s
“little” policy will provide
the church with
approximately $500 a year
(and more as it earns
interest) to support the
mission outreach of the
church into perpetuity.

“It was such an easy way to
make a donation to
ministries that will last well

beyond my lifetime. To

know | could help the

church reach others in the
name of Jesus Christ for not
just my children’s

generation, but their
children’s and beyond, is
amazing. It is exciting to
know that, while | would not

be considered ’rich’ by most
standards, | am able to give
in a way that will have

significant, lasting value.”

Have you considered a
legacy gift to Woodbury
Lutheran’s Endowment
Fund but you thought you
had to have a significant
estate to do so? If so,
perhaps an insurance policy
beneficiary gift would work
for you.

To take a tax deduction, you

will have to make
Woodbury Lutheran both
the owner and the

beneficiary of your policy. If

you name WLC as your
policy's beneficiary but not
the owner, the IRS won't let
you deduct from your

income the cash value of
your life insurance policy, or
the future insurance
premiums that you may elect
to continue to pay.

Which is best, a term or

whole life policy? According
to MSN Money, term life
insurance policies are less
attractive, because while they
cost the least, once the term
expires, it's worthless. Whole
life policies cost more, but
they have a cash value that

premiums from your taxes.
If you donate a whole life

policy, it is likely you can

deduct the cash value of the
policy as well as the

premiums.

For more information on

builds up the longer you pay \Tﬁ"g‘i aE nddog\?vtir?;ntto
premiums on them. contact Mark Stutelberg,

Whole life policies are
usually also more beneficial
for the donor. If you donate a
term life policy, you can

Church Administrator, or
Craig Baumann,
Endowment Fund Chair.

deduct the cost of the
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Have you supplies and food are provided.  sunday, Feb. 22, 12:11
e Vv e r byProject Home; we justneed __ q1.15 p.m. in the
wondered to supply caring, loving hosts Fireside Room

what it for our guests who are in need.

HESTE) spebn?j This is a great opportunity for _

an  evening us to serve the poor and doEvening Shelter Hosts
with a something very tangible for volunteer from 5:30 p.m. to
family  that them. It's an opportunity for 8:30 p.m. Responsibilities
is  actually each of us to come and be anclude greeting sheltey

homeless? Maybe it's a fam“}};rlend, listen to and talk with guests,

with several small children or a

serving a healthy
he guests, and play with theirevening snack, playing andg

sinale mother with her voun children. It's a great chancereading with teens and
bag There are man hoymele%]sfgr a family to serve together children, conversing with
fam?lli.es fight in our ar)éa or a small group of friends orguests, and briefing thg
9 ' neighbors. Overnight Shelter Hosts.
Ramsey ~County has &/olunteers of all ages areOvernight Shelter Hosts

permanent shelter for homelesvsvelcome The kids
families in Maplewood. That '

shelter_ is almost always Ovedﬁids. There are two shifts p.m. to 9:30 a.m. weekends
capacity, and they nee

overflow facilities. That's V€Y night. The first is from Mair_l responsibilitie_s include

. ' .~ 5:30 to 8:30. This is when theplaying and reading with
where Project Home comes in. " . .

families arrive, have a snack,teens and children,

Project Home makesand prepare for the night. Theconversing with guests|
arrangements for two churchesecond shift is from 8:00 p.m. securing the facility before
every month to be available tato 7:30 a.m. (or 9:30 on bedtime, waking guests up|
house overflow families. Forweekends). This second shiftserving a light breakfast, ang
the third consecutive yearrequires the volunteers to sleepecuring the facility after
WLC will be one of these hostat the church overnight. But atguests have left for the day.
churches. Every night duringeast you get to sleep, andYou
the month of March, WLC will Project Home provides roll-
be “home” for several familiesaway beds.

yvho don’t have a home to SIeeI:f‘his March, please consider

n- joining the effort to provide a a r e greatly
Each evening in March,safe, comfortable andappreciated. Needed item
homeless families will be arrivewelcoming shelter to homelessinclude socks and underweg
at our church at 6 p.m. We'llfamilies here at Woodbury (all sizes); disposable diaper|
provide them with a safelLutheran Church. (size 3, 4, and 5); baby wipeg
comfortable place to have g used bath towels and was
shack, use clean bathrooms, an cloths; travel-size shampoo

. 0
sleep. They are picked up b e Come and serve the

vans each morning around 7:3 .
omeless right here at our
and be taken to St. Paul to a
Come and serve

“day center.” church!
) Jesus!

in the volunteer from 8:00 p.m. to

may also donate
supplies. All supplies are
provided by Project Home,

\Whatever you do to the least
these, you do unto

brushes; combs; 2% milk]
cereal; healthy snacks; juice
and sandwich meat.

WLC will house a maximum of - .
20 people each night. Most o;‘rwq trglnlng options
. : available:

our guests will be children,

since this is a program only for,
families. We will use the Daniel
Room downstairs, and will set
up dividers to make “rooms”
for each of the families. All

Please drop off items in the

are phox by the information desk.

Pray! A Prayer Team will
Thursday, Feb. 19, 7:00 meet weekly to pray for our

— 8:00 p.m. in the Daniel guests and for this outreach.
Room

but any donations we make Circumstances, can end up

"H S W& &'
($"1%) " *

“Whether making coffee for g
exhausted parent or comforti
an upset child or joining i
games with groups of gues
we who volunteered reach
out to people in situation
unfamiliar to most of us. | hog
we conveyed a portionof
God's limitless love.”

“I was looking for a way t
volunteer at church and whs
not sure what | wanted to do.
Honestly, volunteering for orle
or two shifts with Proje
Home seemed like a good

Yy

helter love playing with our 7:30 a.m. weekdays or 8:00tg yojunteer without making fa

long-term commitment.
Certainly | could give up
evening! | was a little nervoys
at first, but when | got to m
shift, 1 found that the proje¢t
was organized and rulgs
outlined. | was surprised and
touched that many of the
families wanted to talk abogt
their lives and why they we
at a shelter. Their sincerity w,
a gift to me and a reminder th
anyone, given certai

crisis. It was a good experien
for me and | am lookin
forward to volunteerin

Lagain!”
»“I am glad to know our chur

has opened its doors
numerous homeless familigs

lotion, soap, toothpaste; toothyyho have no other place fo

spend the night. | would never
otherwise have had the
opportunity to speak with,
play with, or provide snacks to
these families. Having met
these families, | know that the¢y
are persons like me with the
same basic needs as | hagve.
Volunteering with Proje
Home has given me the nanjes
and faces of homeless
Minnesotans.”
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@ Thursdays, February 5, 12, 19, and 26, 6:45 p.m. Gelebrate Recovery, Paul Room. For information, @
¥ contact Kaye or Tom, 651-436-8308
\ 4

: Thursday, February 5, 7:00—10 p.m. —Disaster Preparedness Training, VERT members; gedvby city v
) of Woodbury. To register, contact Vicki Strongpsigv@woodburylutheran.org, or leave message at 651v
) 739-5144, ext. 236. (Repeated February 14)

4

@ Thursday, February 12, 4:30 - 6:45 p.m. -Loaves and Fishes. Monthly opportunity to helvseneals to ®
@ the poor at St. Matthews Catholic Church in WesPaul. Contact Lindsey to register, burkenl@
v woodburylutheran.org

<e L X R j

<e

@ Thursdays, February 12 and 26, 7:00 p.m— Career Transition networking and support inFireside
@ Room, no registration needed

<

hd Friday, February 13-15 —SnowDaze Retreat for 9th-12th graders, Camp Leb&yoeakers, broomball,
polar dip and more fun! $115/registration fee tmuth Ministries

Saturday, February 14, 8:00 -11:00 a.m. —Disaster Preparedness Training. See February 5.

Saturday, February 14, 10 a.m.—1 p.m. —Hearts and Hands Day of Arts and Leisure for acduitis
developmental disabilities and their staff. Tourdker, contact Terry Kohlmeier, tko1223@aol.com

Sunday, February 15, 12:15 p.m— Healing Service in the Fireside Room

Saturday, February 21, 9-3 p.m. —Life of Christ Retreat, Junior High

¢eececeececeeceeeee

@ saturday, February 21, 5 p.m. -Parents Night Out and Time Away

@ child care. Take a break and leave your childrem $afe, fun, community

® environment. Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on thardaoat Connection

¥ Corner for Parents Night Out ($15/child), or calieti Frost, 651-739-

¢ 5144, ext. 221, for Time Away for children with dislities (no charge
for Time Away)
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