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I was in the hall the other day and I was stopped by one of you who asked, “How is the Bridge 
going?” 

That is a great question to reflect on as we celebrate our first anniversary.  There are certain 
areas in this ministry that we wish were further along.  For instance, we were hoping that more 
youth would take advantage of our every night free homework help.  But there have been 
many exciting developments. 

First, 31 community youth (non-members) have visited Bridge 121 four or more times.  Even 
more exciting, we see 12 of these youth almost every week.  We had a couple of exciting, 
bigger events:  a Halloween party and a battle of the bands evening.  More than 140 youth 
came to those two events and more than 70% of those were youth who don’t belong to 
Woodbury Lutheran. 

Perhaps most exciting is impacting youth one-to-one (121!) and see how they, in turn, impact 
others.  One of those youth is Tim Dao.  Tim has been a regular at the Bridge since last year.  I 
first met Tim when I was grilling hot dogs at Ojibway Park on a Thursday afternoon.  Tim was 
one of the 40-50 students who came regularly to hang out with us there, so I told Tim about the 
Bridge.  He eventually tried it out, and he loved it at the Bridge.  He especially appreciated 
adults like Jovanna and Terri who would ask him how his day was and spend time listening to 
him.  One afternoon, I walked in as Jovanna was praying for Tim, asking God for wisdom as 
Tim was trying to figure out what college to go to. 

Quickly, Tim became a regular at the Bridge.  We noticed that he had the gift of leadership.  
He has helped put leadership teams together and has planned 4 different events in the Bridge 
(including our two largest).  Through Tim and his friendship connections, there have been 
more than 100 youth who have come into the Bridge at least once in the last year. 

Two weeks ago, Tim sent me a text message and asked me to pray for him as he was going 
through a very tough moment.  I was honored he asked and honored to pray for him.  The 
Bridge gives me and those who volunteer an opportunity to meet and care for people like Tim, 
who in turn cares for others.  Tim is a great example of the realization of some of the vision we 
have had for the Bridge. 

The summer is heating up in Youth Ministries. We are celebrating a year of Bridge 121 
ministry on Tuesday, June 9, from 6:00 -10:00 p.m. with a big Bridge party.  There will be free 
food, game competitions, movies and other events to kick off our summer ministry.  Each 
following Tuesday this summer, we will offer different opportunities for our youth to come 
have a great time. 

Planned summer events on Wednesdays and Thursdays include girl events, paintball, road 
trips, crazy activities, drive-ins, basketball games and camping events.  We are also looking 
forward to Sonshine and mission trips to Green Bay and Mexico. These are great opportunities 
for youth to stay connected and to get to know other people through the summer. 

To the congregation, thank you so much for your support of youth ministries. Please keep our 
youth ministry in prayer as we develop new ways to create relationships among young people 
and with Jesus Christ. 

If you would like to get involved with youth in the Bridge, contact Derek Broten, 
brotend@woodburylutheran.org.  
      — Vicar Derek Broten, Youth Minister 
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This summer will provide us 
w i t h  s e v e r a l  u n i q u e 
opportunities to connect with 
one of our missionary 
families — Brad and Sandi 
Miller, and their daughters 
Sarah and Hannah, who have 
been serving in ministry to 
God’s people in Quito, 
Ecuador for nearly 10 years. 

The Millers would like to 
share with everyone in our 
congregation how God is 
using them as His servants in 
Quito.  Make time in your 
calendar this summer to hear, 
learn, support, and be blessed 
by our sent missionary 
family. 

Following is their summer 
schedule. 

May 12-June 1: Brad and 
daughter Sarah are serving in 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, and 
Kenya.  They will be leading 
music ministry, preaching, 
youth ministry, and medical 
ministry while they are in 
Africa.  We pray for safe 
travel, and open hearts to 
hearing God’s Word of hope, 
and strength for God’s 
servants, Sarah and Brad as 
God uses their excitement 
and joy in our Lord to share 
the Love of Jesus.  

June 1:  Brad and Sarah 
return from Africa ministry 
trip to Woodbury. 

June 13: Sandi and Hannah 
arrive at Woodbury from 
Ecuador. 

J u n e  1 8 :  W e l c o me 
gathering at Woodbury 
Lutheran Church, 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome.  
Dessert will be served. 
Please come!  The Millers 
would love to see you! 

 

June 21: Brad preaches at 
Woodbury Lutheran 
Church, Genesis Services.   

June 28:  Brad preaches at 
Woodbury Lutheran 
C h u r c h ,  S a n c t u a r y 
Services.  Brad will also 
teach the Adult Sunday 
School Class. 

June 29: “Being an 
Everyday Missionary” 
Seminar at Woodbury 
Lutheran Church.  All are 
welcome.  Email us or call 
WLC for details. 7:00-9:00 
p.m.  

July: Personal time; visiting 
with family. 

August 5-23: The Millers 
will be in the Woodbury 
area. 

August 9: The Millers will 
be at The Alley Church, 
Cottage Grove. 

August 23: Re-sending/
C o m m i s s i o n i n g  a t 
Woodbury Lutheran 
Church Services. Goodbye 
Open House in the 
afternoon. Watch for more 
details.   

May the Lord bless our 
congregation as we open our 
hearts to welcome Brad and 
Sandi, Sarah and Hannah, 
that the Holy Spirit fill each 
of us and them with His 
grace and peace.   

 — Pastor Tom  
Pfotenhauer 
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Save the date: Tuesday, June 9 th at 7:00 PM to hear former 
WLC member Bill Messerschmidt perform an all-French 
repertoire of organ music in the Woodbury Lutheran Church 
sanctuary.   

Selections will include composers Louis Vierne, Henri Mulet, 
Marcel DuPre, Jean Langlais and others. A variety of high 
energy and more contemplative works are included. 

Bill and his wife Millie are members of the Wausau Lyric Choir 
(Wausau, WI) and will be traveling to France later in June on a 
choir tour; thus, the focus on French repertoire.  One of their 
concerts will be given in the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris. 

Bill serves as Director of Music at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in 
Wausau. He is also the choral director for Wisconsin Valley 
Lutheran High School near Wausau, where their daughter Kristin 
attends. 

All are invited to hear classic 
French organ music and to 
visit with Bill and Millie at the 
reception afterwards. 
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Service Opportunities at WLC: 

· Adults to serve as volunteers in Bridge 121, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays this summer. 
“Hang out” and develop relationships with WLC 
and community youth. Contact Derek Broten to 
volunteer.����

· Provide snacks and other food for Bridge 121 
summer activities.  Contact Terri Albrecht.  

· Vacation Bible School June 15-18, Morning 
session 9:30-Noon and afternoon session 12:30-
3:00 (ages 3 years, 4 years and Kindergarten).  
Need teachers, classroom helpers, large-motor 
room coordinator, craft people, snack coordinators, 
music/puppet time leader, child care. Contact 
Nancy Schubbe schubben@woodburylutheran.org 

· Sports Life Camp VBS for kids 1st-6th grades, July 
13-16 9:00 a.m.-Noon.  Adult volunteers (over 18) 
shepherd and participate in activities with small 
groups of children…NO TEACHING involved.  
Prefer that you are available all 4 days. Contact   
Nancy Schubbe. 

· Summer Stretch, an opportunity for youth to serve 
the community and then have fellowship and fun!  
We need drivers to transport the students (must be 
at least 23 years old). Thursdays, (8:30-Noon) June 
25, July 2, 9. 16, 23, 30.  Contact Youth Ministry. 

· Parent’s Night Out:  Provide care for  children to 
earn $$ or service hours while parents get a night 
out.  3rd Thursday of the month, 5-9 p.m. Contact 
Lindsey Burken. 

KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK������������������������������������ KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK����

· Loaves and Fishes.  Help serve families and 
individuals a hot meal and clean up after dinner at 
St. Matthews Church in West St. Paul.  Second 
Thursday of each month, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  Youth 
(ages 12 and up) and adults welcome.  Contact 
Lindsey Burken, burkenl@woodburylutheran.org. 
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section of the library.     

—  V i c k i  S t r o n g ,  
Life Planning Ministries  

 

For more information, you 
can go to www.townhall 
forhope.com, or check out 
Dave Ramsey’s books and 
tapes in our Life Planning 

Fear is the antithesis of hope, 
said Dave Ramsey during a 
recent Town Hall for Hope. 
The live video feed was  
ho s ted  a t  W oo db ury 
Lutheran. Ramsey is a 
financial expert who appears 
regularly on Fox News 
Network.  He also conducts 
financial seminars throughout 
the U.S. and produces video 
seminars for churches.   

The purpose for the town hall 
was to offer people hope in 
this financially challenging 
time. Ramsey appeared live 
in Oklahoma City, near the 
site of the 1995 bombing of 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building, now “a place of 
hope,” he said. “Middle 
American is where hope 
comes from. It doesn't come 
from Washington, D.C." He 
said the spirit of fear gripping 
the country is a tool of the 
media to support government 
programs. “We were in a time 
of unprecedented prosperity,” 
he said. Wealth seemed 
unend ing,  he  fur ther 
explained, and we “got a little 
sloppy,” but the huge 
majority of us were not in a 
financial crisis.  Ramsey said 
the crisis came about when 
the media began to talk about 
fear and the government 
“over-corrected.” 

Ramsey said we can’t give in 
to media-hyped fear. “Fear 
causes us to give up, to 
become paralyzed.” 

R a m s e y  h a d  t h r e e 
recommendations for those 
who find themselves fearful 
of their economic future: 

1. Get up and take action.  
Take control of your money, 
turn back personal fear and 

hold your representatives 
accountab le  fo r  the 
decisions they are making 
on your behalf. 

2. Don’t listen to loser 
talk. Tune out the chatter in 
the media, at the water 
cooler and on the Internet. 
Listen to and speak only 
words of hope and hope will 
start to filter back into your 
thinking. 

3. Start giving.  Whether 
you share money or time, it 
will change your mindset. It 
doesn’t have to be a large 
sum or a significant chunk 
of time to make a difference 
for you and the recipient. It 
truly is about the giving, not 
the gift. 

In his summary, Ramsey 
said we can’t expect the 
government to be our source 
of hope, adding we all need 
t o  t a k e  i n d i v i d u a l 
responsibility, starting with 
using the word “no.”  “No, 
you can’t have a toy every 
time we go to the store.  
“No, you can’t have a car 
when you turn 16.” “No, we 
don’t qualify for a bigger 
house.”  “No, we don’t need 
that European vacation.”  

He went on to say that 
individuals and the churches 
and not the government can 
best help those in financial 
need. “We are the answer. 
Let ’s  out  g ive the 
government!” he challenged 
the audience, to a round of 
applause and cheers.   

“We should never be 
without hope,” Ramsey 
concluded. “I am very 
hopeful for tomorrow 
because, above all, I put my 
hope in Jesus Christ.”  
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Mondays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 6:30 p.m. — Summer Vesper Services in the Fireside Room. 

Thursdays, June 4, 11, 18, and 25, 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.  For information, contact Kaye or Tom, 651-
436-5002, or Larry or Vicky at 651-735-7725.  

Tuesday, June 9, 7:00 p.m. — Bill Messerschmidt Organ Recital.  

Thursdays, June 11 and 25, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in Isaiah. No registration required. 

Thursday, June 11, 4:30-6:30 p.m. — Loaves and Fishes monthly service project.  Meet at Woodbury Lutheran to carpool. 
Contact Lindsey Burken to volunteer.  

Thursday, June 18, 7:30 p.m. — Gathering to welcome Brad, Sandi, Sarah and Hannah Miller, missionaries to Quito, Ecuador.  
Everyone is welcome for fellowship and dessert.   

Saturday, June 20, 5 p.m. -- Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at 
Connection Corner for Parents Night Out ($15/child), or call Cheri Frost, 651-739-5144, ext. 221, for Time Away for children with 
disabilities (no charge for Time Away).  

Sunday, June 21, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room. 

Sunday, June 29, 7:00-9:00 p.m. — “Being an Everyday Missionary” Seminar at Woodbury Lutheran Church.  All are welcome.  
Call Woodbury Lutheran office for details.   
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Congratulations 
to the following 
members of 
W o o d b u r y 
Lutheran who 

are graduating from high 
school: 

Patrick Baggan, Andrew 
Baltes, Talon Beck, Josh 
Boyd, Samantha Bradshaw, 
Michael Brandmire, Tim 
Butina, Elizabeth Callicoat, 
Er ik  Car lson,  Taylor 
Champoux,  Alexander Cilek, 
Victory Cox, Cody Deyo,  
Andrew Dolan. 

���������
�����
Speckhard,  Brody Steineck, 
Andy Stone, Jessica Swanson. 

Teddy Vadnais, Michael 
Vandenberg, Lucas Vannet, 
Monica Veil, Adam Voth, 
Daniel Woods.   

We are inviting members of the 
congregation to write notes to 
our graduates for their 
“BOB” (Box of Blessings).  See 
the table in the main lobby. 
Please join us in encouraging 
our graduates as they go onto a 
new stage of life! 

Lee, Robert LeMay, Brynn 
Ligas, Ricardo Lopez.  

Kelly McKay, Nichole 
McDaniel, Daniel Mertens, 
Kirsten Meyer, Bill Mzenga, 
Seth Parks, Beth Peterson, 
N i c k  Q i u ,  C h e l s e y 
Rosemann, Stephanie Ruzich. 

David Sabbann, Alyssa 
Salava, Cole Sandstrom, 
Rache l  Scho lz ,  A lex 
Schuenke, Sally Schumacher, 
Kayla Shriver, Nathan Smith, 
Dana Southward, Elizabeth 
S p e c k h a r d ,  S a m u e l 

Calley Edlund, Jacob Engen, 
Brooks Fankhauser, Ben 
Feldkamp, Brandon Firkus, 
Trevor Foster, Tyler Fox, 
Stephanie Grill, Nicholas 
Grizzell. 

Jacob Hanson,  Dana 
Harelstad, Abby Harris,  
Bryan Hawkinson, Breanna 
Hendr ickso n,  A leesha 
Hoffbeck, Nathan Howard, 
Ashley Jensen, Christian 
Johnson, Sarah Jorgenson. 

Laura Kenison, Amanda 
Kohlbeck, Alex Ledo, Tanner 
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