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Well, it had to happen, especially in Minnesota.  

Our Children’s Ministries folks came up with an idea for our families as they hit the road 
or take to the air on vacations. They’ve put an image of Jesus on a stick.  

When I first heard about the idea it seemed somewhat sacrilegious. After all, 
Minnesotans put chocolate-covered bacon on sticks, not an image of the Son of God and 
Savior of the world! 

As it turns out, “Jesus on a stick” is really a figure of Christ meant to be brought along 
wherever a family goes this summer. Where we go, He goes. “Jesus” will be put in 
suitcases and travel bags. He’ll be in the back seat with the kids and at the table in the 
restaurant. It’s all a part of our summer class for families, “Journey with Jesus,” helping 
families be intentional about spending time with our Lord in a season where he can be 
easily neglected. 

When Jesus taught His disciples, a major theme of His was to “abide” or “remain” in 
Him (John 15:5-12). He wasn’t interested in being a flash-in-the-pan, here-today-gone-
tomorrow celebrity. 15 minutes of fame may work for some, but not for Jesus. He wants 
to go where we go. He has even promised to do that: “And surely I am with you always, 
even to the close of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

The idea of “Jesus on a stick” may seem strange, but it may also be a reminder of a day 
called good because Jesus was stuck to a stick we call a cross. He paid for your sins and 
mine. And when they entombed Him behind a giant stone, He exploded with resurrection 
to offer life and peace to all who believe in Him! 

I put a picture of “Jesus on a Stick” on my Blackberry’s home screen. It’s been a great 
reminder that He wants to be a part of every phone call I make, every visit, every 
appointment. Where I go, He goes. 

So as you move into the hazy, lazy days of summer, be sure you bring Jesus along – 
especially in your heart. Take that vacation, but not from Him.  

And, who knows? Maybe sometime soon we’ll see people from Woodbury Lutheran 
handing out free “Jesus on a Stick” figures at Woodbury Days or the State Fair.  I’ll take 
that over chocolate-covered bacon on a stick any day! 

      — Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor 
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Here are ten ideas to consider as you bring your prayers for missions to the Lord: 

1. Set Prayer Goals. Pray 30 minutes five days a week. While that may sound like “punching 
the clock,” it’s a great way to develop a habit. 

2. Keep a prayer Journal. This spiritual discipline will help you track your prayers and God’s 
answers to them. 

3. Make a Prayer List. Many people don’t pray because they don’t know what to pray for. 
Make your list of missionaries, people, issues, and add to it over time. Like the journal, it 
helps you remember what to pray for. Use the monthly Minnesota South Prayer Page and 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Pray for Us page. 

4. Pray through the newspaper. Instead of reading the news, pray the news! 

5. Pray through your calendar. Don’t just go to a meeting, pray about it before hand. Start 
each day by praying through your calendar. 

6. Set your alarm 30 minute earlier. Jesus rose early to spend time with His Father in 
prayer…why not try it yourself? 

7. Turn your commute into a prayer walk or prayer ride. Turn 
off the radio, and tune in to God. 

8. Pray with your spouse. Pray for family, neighbors, friends - 
especially those who are unchurched. 

9. Pray through the Bible. Listen to God’s voice as you read. 
Let your reading lead into prayer. 

10. Pray the Lord’s Prayer as a Mission Prayer. Use each 
petition to focus on an aspect of God’s mission and your 
partnership in that mission. 

�

� � � — LCMS “Ablaze” Mission News�

Women of all ages, join us for Organic God, a video-based Bible study shot on location in 
Alaska.  Participants are challenged to:  

· Simplify their lives beginning in their faith and relationship with God 

· Guided to understand some of the lesser–known attributes of God 

· Equipped with “rainy day” reflections as well as a “dig deeper” study. 
 

Thursday evenings, July 9—August 20 
6:30—8:30 p,m. 
Fireside Room 

 
As an emerging author, Martha Feinberg (who appears in the video) 
stands out for her relational writing style and ability to connect the practi-
cal with the spiritual through real-life activities. 
 
Cost of the workbook is $10; book will be available for purchase 
(optional). 
 
To register, Email Mary Lehman, lehmanm@woodburylutheran.org, or 
leave a message at 651-739-5144, ext. 201.  We hope you will join us and 
bring a friend! 
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Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 1:00—6:00 p.m. — Girls’ Day in Bridge 121 for girls 
grades 7th and up   

Thursdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.  For 
information, contact Kaye or Tom, 651-436-5002, or Larry or Vicky at 651-735-7725.  

Thursdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 1:00—6:00 p.m. -- Bridge 121 Hang Time for 7th grade-
Grads.  Come for an hour or stay for the day! 

Tuesdays, July 7, 14, 21 and 28, 3:00-10:00 p.m. — Bridge 121 Super Tuesdays for youth 7th grade-Grads.  Video games, 
basketball, ping pong, hot dogs, and other surprises.  A new activity every week  

Wednesdays, July 8, 15, 22, and 29, 6:30—7:30 p.m. — Guitar Club in Bridge 121; ALL ages and all skill levels welcome.  Join 
us for an hour-long jam to share your skills or improve your playing.  NO GUITAR CLUB July 1.  

Wednesdays, July 8, 15, 22, and 29, 8:00-10:00 p.m. — Crash for Senior High Youth.  Meet in the Bridge.  NO CRASH July 1. 

Thursday, July 9, 4:30-6:30 p.m. — Loaves and Fishes monthly service project.  Meet at Woodbury Lutheran to carpool. Contact 
Lindsey Burken to volunteer, burkenl@woodburylutheran.org. Families welcome! 

Thursdays, July 9 and 23, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in Isaiah. No registration required. 

Thursdays, July 9, 16, 23 and 30, 6:30 p.m. — Organic God Women’s Bible Study.  Register with Mary Lehman, 
lehmanm@woodburylutheran.org 

Friday, July 17, 6:30—10 p.m. — Rave Night in Bridge 121 

Sunday, July 19, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room 

Thursday, July 23, 4:00—10:00 p.m. — Guys’ Night in Bridge 121 for 7th-12 grade. Movies, video tourney, games, FUN!!!!  

Monday, July 27, 6:30 p.m. — Outdoor worship, St. Croix site (Manning and Bailey Roads).  Bring a lawn chair. 

Thursday, Friday, July 31, 6:30—10 p.m. — Friday Night Frenzy for youth 
 

Cabin owners, campers and weekend workers:  Don’t forget our summer weekday worship, Monday evenings 6:30 p.m.   
Held at Woodbury Lutheran, except for Monday, July 27, when worship will be held on our St. Croix site. 
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On May 20, 2009, Luz Guerrero was installed as a full-time Deaconess in 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The installation took place in a 
morning worship service at Concordia University, St. Paul. Luz will 
be working as a Hispanic Outreach Coordinator in the Twin Cities.  She is 
supported by the partnership of Woodbury Lutheran Church, Concordia 
University-St. Paul, and Minnesota South 
District of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod.   

Luz also teaches Spanish at CSP.  She is 
member of LINK Ministries in the Twin 
Cities and teaches English to Hispanic 
people in Minneapolis.  She recently 
received her religious work visa for a two-
year time period.  Her family resides in 
Colombia and Aruba. 

Please pray for her work with the Hispanic 
people of Minnesota. 

            — Rhoda Pfotenhauer �� !"#���$%��&"!�'(�$�#���� !"#�
")��&"!�'(�$�#���$ *+�,"�! -(���%%.��
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