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A lot of us are talking these days about how we can continue to grow in our relationship 
with Christ. The time dimension is one that offers us a handle on growth.  

Like any relationship, our faith relationship is one that calls for an investment of time. That 
time can be spent in sacred silence, in the solitude of reflecting on the Bible, in worship, in 
study, in prayer, in service. It takes time to build a dynamic relationship with our Lord as we 
open ourselves to His Spirit and grace. 

As we look forward to our regular schedule picking up in September, I am convinced that 
one way you can enhance your walk with Christ is to give Him two hours on a Sunday 
morning – the first for worship and the second for study or service. An even better way to 
look at it is say that one of God’s great gifts in your life is the opportunity not only to 
worship Him but also to learn from Him in the study of His inspired Word. 

Two hours – less time than a Twins or Vikings game. Two hours 
– out of the 168 hours you have every week. Our recent spiritual 
life survey told us that you really want to be led into the 
Scriptures to understand and apply them. A second hour on 
Sunday morning is an ideal time for that to happen. We’ll make 
every effort to make that second hour significant for you.  
9:30 a.m. is the designated hour for study and service on 
Sundays. So here in summer, when you have a few moments to 
think about your faith, please consider a two-hour commitment 
on weekends.  

If you attend our 9:30 a.m. Genesis worship, the two-hour commitment is a challenge. Let 
me encourage you to visit our website and use the Bible studies posted there each week from 
the Sunday study hour. The same for you if you teach or serve during our study hour. Be 
sure you take personal time to grow, and think about using those studies on our website. 

This fall our Sunday schedule stays the same with sanctuary worship at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m. 
and Genesis worship at 9:30 and 10:50 a.m. – and that second hour at 9:30 a.m. A new 
weekend addition is a weekly Saturday worship service that will begin Saturday,  
September 12, at 5:00 p.m., with an exciting format and setting. Here, too, we hope to offer 
additional time for kids and adults to grow beyond the one hour of worship. Watch for more 
details through August on this new weekend worship and growth opportunity. 

Want to grow in Christ? Go for two hours. Give the Lord the gift of time. 

      — Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor   
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As I prepared for my fourth trip down to Villa Mainero, Mexico, I was reminded over and 
over again not to expect that the trip would go a certain way.  Any time friends or family 
asked me about what we would be doing in our time there, God put on my heart that I 
needed to make sure I allowed Him to be in control 100 percent, every single day of the trip, 
even when I thought I knew the ropes.  

As a person who likes to be organized and have details under control, surrendering my will 
does not always come easy. Yet, I knew God’s plan would be better than mine could ever 
be. Looking back, I know that God was putting that message on my heart because he had 
plans for our group that none of us could have predicted. 

Our trip began on June 22, as 46 adults, college leaders and youth set off on our bus toward 
Mexico at a morning hour that many of us rarely see. Our plan was to travel for three days, 
work at our site in Mexico for four days, and then travel back on the last three days of the 
trip.  

Those plans changed in big ways when, around lunch time on the 23rd, the radiator on our 
bus broke in Fort Worth, Texas. Even though that moment could have been one of panic and 
frustration, some of the youth invited everyone to lay their hands on the bus and we had an 
amazing time of prayer right before the bus went to the repair shop. At that point we had no 
idea how, when, or if we were going to get to Mexico, all we knew was that we had to put 
everything in God’s hands.  

Soon, the miracles began. Of all the places that we could have broken down, the truck 
station we were suck at was right across from a church called Turning Point Church. The 
staff there welcomed our huge group with more than open arms. They brought us into the air 
conditioning and allowed us to take over their youth area that was well-equipped with fun 
things to do.  
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When we realized that we would be staying late, we were generously provided with the 
transportation to get all of our things off our bus and delivered the church. Before we knew 
it, one of the members of the congregation was grilling hotdogs for our dinner and told us 
that that morning he had been given 95 hotdog buns to use wherever it was needed. Little 
did he know that he would help feed a group of stranded strangers just a few hours later!  

Other members of the church volunteered their time to serve us a wonderful meal. When our 
hopes of leaving that day were diminished, the church staff told us we were more than 
welcome to spend the night and even arranged for us to be shuttled to a nearby gym so that 
any one who wanted a shower could get one. 

The next day, members of Turning Point Church, along with others from surrounding 
churches, continued to help us out as they coordinated rides to various places and found a 
great place for us to get pizza.  

We wanted to give back to those who had given us so much. We found out that Turning 
Point Church is slowly remodeling their building and many of the youth were able help them 
out by breaking down walls in the unfinished area, while others worked on a couple large 
office projects. We also found out that even though the bus wasn’t originally supposed to be 
ready for another couple of days, the repair shop it was at had managed to fix everything so 
that we could leave right after dinner. 

These are just some of the many ways that we witnessed God’s hand during those two days. 
We were all continuously amazed at how God had worked out every single detail of that 
unexpected delay. Multiple youth said things to me like, “I can’t believe how God has 
worked all this out,” “I feel like I am experiencing a miracle!” and “I am really starting to 
understand what it means to fully trust in God.”                           

It was incredible to watch their faith grow in such big ways, all because something went 
“wrong” on the trip! 

In case you are wondering, yes we did make it down to Mexico! While we were there for a 
day less than we had planned on, we knew that everything God wanted us to do in Villa 
Mainero would get done.  

A group of the youth spent much of their time building, priming, and painting new wooden 
church pews for the congregation that truly has become our family.  Others spent much of 
their time in the hot sun tearing down the last of the old church walls. Most of the team spent 
at least a little time (and a handful spent most of their time) stirring pile after pile of wet 
cement that was poured to make 16 foundation columns for the new church. A final 
construction project was to finish the floor of the new church by expanding it out to the new 
walls.  

Even though it was wonderful to be able to complete all of those projects, we knew that the 
most important reason for being there was to share God’s love with the people. Each day we 
held a Vacation Bible School at two different locations and had the opportunity to witness to 
a group of incredible children through songs, games, crafts, and Bible stories. 

Our trip was not quite what we had imagined it would be — It was better. God took care of 
the details in ways we never would have imagined, we just needed to be willing to follow 
wherever he led. This is one of the many lessons I will continue to carry with me.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11). He sure does. I want to 
follow His will for me. 

— Rebecca Petrich, College Leader, Mexico Missions Trip 
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As more of our 
members become 
Internet savvy and the 
choices for online 
applications (social 
media) grow, we are 
looking at new ways to 
communicate with our 
congregat ion and 
friends using online 
technology. 
 
If you use the Internet 
and are currently 
getting this newsletter 
in the mail, consider a 
paperless alternative. 
This month, The Newsletter was revamped to make it more friendly for online users. Our 
online newsletter is in full color (the pictures look so much better!), and you can access the 
information at any time without having to save another piece of paper. It also is usually 
available online before it is delivered to your home. Most important is that getting the 
newsletter online is good stewardship; you save the church printing and mailing costs and, 
collectively, we save several trees and send less paper to the landfills!  
 
To request removal from the paper newsletter mail list, send an Email to 
janssenk@woodburylutheran.org. You can access The Newsletter online at 
www.woodburylutheran.org, see Newsletters. 
 
Are you a Facebook user, or have you considered opening a Facebook account? Woodbury 
Lutheran Church has its own “group” on Facebook; group members get reminders of 
upcoming events and can post discussion questions and respond to topics. If you are a 
Facebook user, search for Woodbury Lutheran and join the nearly 200 people who are 
currently members.   
 
Do you regularly check our website? Additions are made frequently to the website.  We are 
also in the process of making site improvements.  One of these site improvements is added 
media access.  Do you know that not only are the weekly sermons and Sanctuary teachings 
available for download, but you can now view or print sermon visuals (PowerPoint) and 
teaching notes?  To check it out, go to www.woodburylutheran.org, see Media. 
 
We will continue to assess opportunities to increase our ability to communicate with you, 
especially online opportunities, which we hope will result in getting more people involved in 
our ministries and activities.  If you have suggestions or recommendations for additional 
communication tools, please let us know. We want to keep you informed! 
 
      — Pastor Tom Pfotenhauer   
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TOY DRIVE  — MOPS is looking 
for toys (good condition)  for ages 
4s and 5s.  This list is specific to the 
following types of toys:  Hot 
Wheels, Hot Wheels accessories, 
Polly Pockets and Polly Pockets 
accessories, My Little Pony and 
accessories, Marbleworks, Gears-
Go-Round, any Discovery Toys, and 
LEGOS.   No Bratz dolls or stuffed 
animals!   Questions? Contact Jane 
Dibbern, 739-5144 x208.  

________________________ 

 

BOTTLED WATER — We are 
planning to distribute bottles of  
water with a gospel message and 
worship information at Woodbury 
Days.  Bring your donation to  
Connection Corner (in the West 
lobby) by August 22. 

________________________ 

 

FOOD FOR YOUTH — Bridge 
121 is looking for donations of hot 

dogs, chips or 
grocery cards for 
this summer  
Super Tuesday 
program.  Drop 
them at the 
Bridge during 
open hours or 

contact Stacy Winter, 651-739-
5144. 
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Mondays, August 3, 10, 17, 31, 6:30 p.m. 
— Summer Vespers held in the Fireside 
room 

Thursdays, August 6, 13, 20, and 27,  
6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul 
Room.  For information, contact Kaye or 
Tom, 651-436-5002, or Larry or Vicky at 
651-735-7725.  

Tuesdays, August 4, 11, 18 and 25, 3:00-
10:00 p.m. — Bridge 121 Super Tuesdays 

for youth 7th grade—Graduates.  Video games, basketball, ping pong, hot dogs, and other 
surprises.  A new activity every week.  

 

Wednesdays, August 5, 12, and 19, 1:00—6:00 p.m. — Girls’ Day in Bridge 121 for girls 
grades 7th and up.   

Wednesdays, August 5 and 12, 6:30—7:30 p.m. — Guitar Club in Bridge 121; ALL ages 
and all skill levels welcome.  Join us for an hour-long jam to share your skills or improve 
your playing.   

Thursday, August 6, 11:45 a.m. — What You Might Not Know About Trusts, Annuities 
and Legacy Gifts, Life Planning Ministries lunch, Isaiah Room.  To register for lunch, 
contact Vicki Strong, strongv@woodburylutheran.org or leave a message, 651-739-5144, 
ext. 236. 

Friday, August 7, 6:30 p.m. — Chick Flick in the Bridge, Mama Mia.  Café 121 will be 
open for snacks and beverages. 

Thursdays, August 13 and 27, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in 
Isaiah. No registration required. 

Thursday, August 13, 4:30-6:30 p.m. — Loaves and Fishes monthly service project.  
Meet at Woodbury Lutheran to carpool. Contact Lindsey Burken to volunteer, 
burkenl@woodburylutheran.org. Families welcome! 

Sunday, August 16, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room. 

Monday, August 24, 6:30 p.m. — Outdoor worship, St. Croix site (Manning Avenue and 
Bailey Road).  Bring a lawn chair. 

Tuesday, August 18, 9:30 a.m. — Free family movie morning in Bridge 121, Over the 
Hedge.  

August 28-30 — Woodbury Days.  Bring your neighbors and visit our Meet and Greet 
Booth! 

Cabin owners, campers and weekend workers:   
Join us for summer weekday worship, every Monday evening 6:30 p.m.   

Held at Woodbury Lutheran, except for August 24, when worship will be  
held on our St. Croix site. 

�����!�
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Help needed for Woodbury 
Days, August 28-30.  People are 
needed for the Meet and Greet 
Booth (every day), for the Parade 
Brigade (pass out water and pick 
up trash, Sunday, August 30), and 
set up (Friday) or tear down 
(Sunday afternoon) the booth. Get 
a free T-shirt for serving!  Contact 
Cheri Frost, 651-730-7052, or 
frostc@woodburylutheran.org. 

_______________________  

Operation Christmas Child is 
just around the corner. The 

Processing Center 
is taking sign ups 
to work; go to the 
w e b s i t e  a t 
w w w . o c c -
connect.org. With 

school shopping and summer 
clearance in full swing, it's a good 
time to pick up those "extra" 
items and tuck them away for 
your shoebox. National Collection 
Week is November 16  through 
November 23. Last year our 
Operation Christmas Child Relay 
Center collected 4194 shoeboxes!  

______________________ 

Do you have grant writing 
experience?  Bridge 121 is 
looking for someone to help on a 
short-term project.  Contact Terri 
Albrecht, 651-731-8633. 

______________________ 

Bass Guitarist needed to help 
lead worship at the Ramsey 
County Workhouse occasional 
early Sunday mornings.  Call 
Pastor Deane Schuessler ,  
651-731-4451, or 651-295-9611. 

______________________ 

Childcare needed for Celebrate 
Recovery, Thursdays, 6:30—9:00 
p.m.  Weekly or occasional 
volunteers welcome. Contact 
Vicky Smith, 651-735-7725. 
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