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“Go find someone to talk to,” our leader told us.  

My stomach twisted, “How was I going to talk to people that spoke absolutely no English?”  

I was currently standing inside a leper colony in Nepal where I had spent the last couple of 
weeks on a mission trip. Despite my fear, I knew I had to trust God; He had been faithful 
before and He would be faithful now.  

As my team started to spread out, I picked a direction and trusted God to help me. I saw a 
small old woman in a room, and decided to see if she wanted to talk. “Namaste!” (a general 
greeting which literally translates, “I bow to you”) I called to her in one of the few Nepali 
words I knew.  

She turned and said something I couldn’t understand, and made her way toward me as best 
she could with what was left of her legs. She sat down right outside her door, and I sat down 
next to her. I asked what her name was and told her mine. After that, we hit it off. We spent 
our time laughing and smiling, and her teaching me some Nepalese words.  

The time just flew by. I had so much fun that I didn’t want to leave when our leader said it 
was time to go. I gave my friend a big hug and left knowing that I would probably never see 
her again. 

As I look back on that experience, I realized that God was teaching me some big lessons. He 
taught me love is not bound by speaking a common language. God wanted to show me that I 
could both give love and receive it without understanding a word of what someone else was 
saying.  

I’ll never forget my friend or the love she showed me that day. 

       ~Stephanie Petrich 

Stephanie is one of several short-term missionaries who received support from Woodbury 
Lutheran members through the mission board this past year.  

Missions is our focus ministry in November.  During worship each Sunday between 
November 8 and 29, you will hear more about the mission work of our congregation.  Also, 

you are invited to A Taste of Ethnic Missions here at WLC on 
Saturday, November 7, at 5 p.m.  A Taste of Ethnic Missions is an 
informational celebration/fundraiser for missions of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod Minnesota South District.  WLC members 
are invited participate at a reduced cost!  See information on p. 6.   

For questions about upcoming mission opportunities or for answers 
to questions on our current missions focus, see the Mission Wall on 
the west side of the main lobby, or contact Pastor Tom, or Mission 
Board co-chairs Mike Sabbann or Lori Golden. 

Thank you for supporting WLC’s missionaries, short- and long-term, 
and the work they do in sharing the love and good news of Jesus 
Christ in our world. 
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November in the church traditionally brings talk 
about money to the church. It really turns some 
people off. Though we hardly talk about money at 
all at our church, Jesus’ three-year teachings here on 
earth included hundreds of references to money.  

Usually Jesus was not too crazy about money. “No 
one can serve two masters,” he once said, “God and 
Money. Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” He 

talked about money as if it could be a person, asking for our love and devotion, as if it were 
some kind of god in opposition to God.  

So along comes November, and we’re asking you to consider how you spend your money. 
Not that stewardship is just about money; it’s about your whole life – your time, your gifts 
and passions, your relationships. But it is about money, too, giving back to God what God 
has given you. 

There are some disturbing trends among American Christians. The tithe (giving 10% of our 
gross income for the Lord’s work) seems to be a thing of the past. The average active church 
member in America settles for 2.5 %. We at Woodbury Lutheran, unfortunately, reflect that 
average. It’s one of those measures where an extraordinary church seems to be quite 
average. 

It’s easy to get sour when we talk about giving. That’s why I’m always brought back to the 
apostle Paul’s inspired insight in 2 Corinthians 9:7, that “the Lord loves a cheerful giver.” 
The word there for “cheerful” in the original Greek is “hilaritas.” That’s right: “the Lord 
loves a hilarious giver!”  It reminds me that the mood of our giving, our attitude, matters to 
the Lord. Right before these words Paul writes, “Each should give what he has decided in 
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion.”  Hilarious givers, it turns out, have 
hearts filled with joy. We give because of One who gave everything for us on the cross. It’s 
not a “have to;” it’s a want to!” 

This November, we’re asking you to consider three opportunities for giving. The first is 
what comes each year – an appeal to support the on-going needs of our church. With strong 
financial management and limited spending, we’ve been able to hold our expense increases 
to a minimum. With a third pastor coming on board in 2009 we will need additional income. 
I’m hoping. A second opportunity, over and above your support of our on-going needs, is a 
gift to help retire our debt, understanding that we need to address our indebtedness of $3.5 
million in an on-going way. The third opportunity encourages you to give toward our 
endowment fund.  I hope you can give cheerfully in each of these three opportunities with a 
free and happy heart. 

Watch for the stewardship mailing, which will present these opportunities in more detail.  
God wants and needs your money dedicated to His mission, but He wants even more a heart 
alive to His grace and committed to His work. Remember that, as God challenges your heart 
during our time of pledging November 8-29. And the next time you hear the word “money” 
in church or see the offering plate coming your way, smile.  

      — Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor   
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In less than a week you should be receiving your annual Stewardship packet in the 
mail. The theme for this year’s campaign is “Grace Weavings” Its purpose is to make 
you aware of how God’s abundant grace has been woven into the fabric of your life. 
Because He has done so, the question that remains for you is: “What will be your 
response?” 

While generous giving is a response to God’s amazing grace, sustained generosity 
requires planning and preparation. This year, we are excited to introduce Unified 
Giving, a new program which supplements and enhances our annual giving 
opportunity. 

Unified Giving offers you a planned approach to committing your financial support of 
church ministries and invites you to prepare for a life of generosity. Unified Giving 
provides three opportunities for giving. These opportunities are: 

· Supporting the annual operating budget, which keeps ministry alive as we share 
Jesus in our homes, church, community and the world. 

· Reducing long-term debt as we work together to free up money for future ministry. 

· Planting the seeds of grace now through a contribution to the endowment fund, 
leaving behind a Christ-centered legacy for future generations to inherit. 

Please take time to carefully read through the information in the Stewardship mailing 
and prayerfully consider your response to taking a planned approach to giving for 
today, tomorrow, and always. 

    -- Rich Petrich, Stewardship Committee Chair 
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But I was just trying to help! Have you said this to yourself or someone else, only to 
discover that your help really didn’t help at all? 

What is it that we do over and over when we’re trying to help someone that keeps us feeling 
so bad? We become rescuers, caretakers, and enablers, and we end up feeling victimized. 
Rescuing, caretaking and enabling must cease! 

· Rescuing is saving someone from their responsibilities; acting as a protective barrier 
that shields the person from the consequences of their actions; pay late bills, handle 
legal problems for them, find jobs, excuse their behavior to others, intervene in conflicts 
with employers, teachers or other authority figures. 

· Care-taking is anytime we take responsibility for another: their problems, thoughts, 
feelings, even their destiny, compensating for areas in which they appear incompetent, 
giving food, shelter, clothing, money, and/or paying their rent. 

· Enabling is any act that helps another continue unhealthy living or makes irresponsible 
living easier; makes negative consequences better, easier or not so bad. This is a very 
destructive form of “helping.” 

Examples of Rescuing or Caretaking 

· doing something for someone who should be doing it themselves 

· saying yes when we mean no 

· meeting people’s needs without being asked 

· anticipating a need before the need is apparent to the other person 

· doing more than a fair share of work after help is requested 

· consistently giving more than receiving in a relationship 

· fixing people’s feelings 

· doing people’s thinking for them 

· speaking for another person 

· suffering another’s consequences for them 

· solving another’s problems 

· not asking for what we want, need, desire 

Giving and doing things for and with other people are essential parts of healthy living and 
healthy relationships. But learning when not to give, when not to give in and when not to do 
things for and with other people are also essential parts of healthy living and healthy 
relationships. It is not good to take care of people who take advantage of us to avoid 
responsibility. It hurts us and it hurts them. There is a thin line between helping and hurting 
people, between beneficial giving and destructive giving. We can learn to make that 
distinction.  

Celebrate Recovery can help! Come and see. We meet every Thursday at 6:45 p.m. For 
more information call Larry or Vicky at 651-735-7725. 
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We have a bumper crop of seminarians this year, thanks to the Holy 
Spirit, who is  the Master Human Resource Provider.   

We were happy to welcome our three seminarians in worship on 
October 4th: Anders Davidson, Ben Johnson (by screen picture), 
and Caleb Bartholomew.   

Thank you for your regular prayers for our seminarians.  And thank 
you for contributing to our Seminary Scholarship Fund to help 
defray some of the tuition costs for these pastors-to-be at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis. 

 

Anders Davidson is in his last year at Concordia. Anders 
is a true son of our congregation, having attended since he 
was a child.  In high school and college, Anders was a leader 
in our Youth Program.  Another leader was Sarah Ellingson, 
who became Sarah Davidson when she and Anders were 
married. Anders not only fulfilled his seminary requirements, 
but simultaneously entered a Family Life Education degree 
program, and graduated from that program last 
December.  Ander's vicarage was at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Minot, ND.  In addition to his work at the church, 
he also served at the Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch.  In August, 
their son Caiden was born.  

 

Ben Johnson became a member at WLC when his dad Paul became a 
professor in the Director of Christian Outreach at Concordia University 
here in St. Paul.  Ben attended Concordia U, and graduated from there a 
year ago in June.  You have heard him sing with his dad Phil and his 
brother Andrew, as they have graced many of our worship services with 
their musical offerings.  He and Megan Heggemeier will marry this 
coming January.   

 

Caleb Bartholomew came to Woodbury Lutheran from 
Wisconsin following a stint in the Armed Forces.  He is 
married to Carissa, whom he met while studying at North 
Central College in the Twin Cities.  Caleb has been very active 
in our Outreach Ministries and for two years was chairman of 
our Porchlight Ministry.  His dad is a pastor in South 
Wisconsin.  

 

If you would like to contribute to the Seminary Scholarship Fund, simply write a check, 
and then in the memo line: "Seminary Scholarships."  You may place your check in the 
general offering basket, mail it to the church or leave it in the church office. We 
appreciate your writing a check separate from your regular contributions, so those who 
record these will know what to do with your check.  

Thanks in the Lord for these gifts of Christian love for building the future leaders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

         -- Pastor Deane Schuessler, Chair, Seminary Scholarship Fund      
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The financial planner sat across from his client.   

It was November, a good month to review with his client the provisions he had in place for 
his family and determine what action needed to be taken by the end of the year to best 
manage his growing financial resources.    

“Who is Jane Johnson?” the planner asked as he pulled out a file that included copies of 
his client’s insurance policies. 

Shocked, the client said, “How would you know about Jane?  She was an old girlfriend, 
long before I met my wife!” 

“Must have been a special girlfriend,” the planner said wryly.  “You have her listed as 
your sole beneficiary on your half-million dollar life insurance policy.” 

This anecdote is based on a true story recently told to a group of WLC members by a 
member of our congregation, a financial planner who originally heard the story from a co-
worker. A successful businessman, this client had purchased a substantial life insurance 
policy when he was single and neglected to change the beneficiary designation upon his 
marriage. Had the client died before his planner noticed the error, a substantial portion of 
his estate would have gone to an old girlfriend.  His wife, to whom he had pledged his life, 
would have been left with their bills and no help from insurance. She also most probably 
would have been left questioning her husband’s faithfulness! 

Good stewards take a comprehensive look at their financial status each year.  A good time 
to do this is during November, when your health care coverage through your employer or 
Medicare and other employer-provided insurances are open for change.  Making sure 
insurance covers all your family needs and that your wills and other estate issues are all  
up-to-date is one way of meeting your obligations to those you have promised to care for. 

Estimating your year-end tax burden and prayerfully considering whether you might take 
advantage of tax breaks through charitable giving before year’s end is also a good 
November project. It gives you and your family the opportunity to reflect, with 
thanksgiving, on your annual financial harvest and consider how you might share harvest 
blessings with those less fortunate.    

November is also the month you are asked to make a commitment to the Lord’s work at 
Woodbury Lutheran.  

So, November is a perfect time for you to get your “beneficiary list” in order.  

Do you annually reconsider your financial commitment to causes that support Kingdom 
Work, or is your giving on automatic pilot, remaining the same amount, or same 
percentage, from year to year? As your love for Christ has grown in a deeper relationship 
with him, have you grown your percentage giving, too, so that through the work of the 
church and the missions we support others are invited to meet Jesus?  

Does your giving truly reflect your love for the overwhelming, overflowing grace you 
have discovered through Jesus Christ? If not, perhaps it’s time to make an appointment 
with the ultimate advisor, the God who wrote the book (or at least, some 2300 Bible 
verses) on managing abundant resources.   

It’s November, a great month to make sure the beneficiary of your first fruits is the 
ultimate love of your life — Jesus Christ.   

God bless you as you examine a life of generous, Christ-centered living. 

    — Vicki Strong, Director of Life Planning Ministries 
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Mondays, November 2, 9, 16, 23, 6:30 p.m. — Life of Mary Women’s Bible Study.  
Register by contacting Mary Lehman, 651-739-5144, ext. 201, or 
lehmanm@woodburylutheran.org 

Wednesdays, November 4, 11, 18, 25, 9 a.m. — Women of the Word Bible Study.   
Childcare available. Contact Diane Panning 1-715-386-8163. 

Thursday, November 6, 6:30 p.m. — Chick Flicks  

Thursdays, November 5, 12, and 19, 6:45 p.m. -- Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.  For 
information, contact Kaye or Tom, 651-436-5002, or Larry or Vicky at 651-735-7725.  

Saturday, November 7, 5 p.m. — A Taste of Missions Fundraiser.  $15/adults, $40/
family.  Presale price only.  Pick up your tickets at the Welcome Center or contact Rhoda 
Pfotenhauer, 651-739-1522. 

Saturdays, November 7, 14, 21, 6:30 a.m. — “The Blessing” Men’s Bible Study in 
Bridge 121.  No prep, no registration. Contact Leo McFarland, 651-246-2631 for 
information.  

Thursday, November 12, 7:00 p.m. — Career Transition networking and support in 
Fireside Room. No registration required. 

Thursday, November 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m. — Loaves and Fishes monthly service project.  
Meet at WLC to carpool to St. Matthews, St. Paul. Contact Lindsey to volunteer, 
burkenl@woodburylutheran.org. Families welcome! 

Sunday, November 15, 12:15 p.m. — Hearts and Hands Thanksgiving potluck for adults 
with developmental disabilities.   

Sunday, November 15, 12:15 p.m. — Healing Service in the Fireside Room. 

November 16-23, All Day — Operation Christmas Child Relay Center at WLC.  Work a 
shift or two, helping process donated boxes for shipment to the distribution center.  Contact 
Bev Manship, 651-459-3241, or Laurel Mills, 651-738-2264 to volunteer. 

Thursday, November 19; 7:00 p.m. — Military Support Group 

Saturday, November 21, 5:00 p.m. — Parents Night Out and Time Away child care. 
Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at Connection Corner for Parents Night Out 
($15/child). 

Monday, November 23, 1:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. — Red Cross Blood Drive 

Wednesday, November 25, 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.— Thanksgiving Community Service 

Thursday, November  26, 9:00 a.m. — Thanksgiving Day Service 
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B u s y 
Wednesday 
evenings?  

Attending Foundations or Deep 
Impact, or participating in Bell 
or Vocal Choirs... 

CAFÉ 121 is open for a light 
supper at 5 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening. Pick up tacos or wrap 
sandwiches and pop on your way to 
class or rehearsal.  Menu varies 
from week to week. Snack items, 
smoothies, coffee, tea and other 
specialty beverages are also 
available.   

 

 

 

 

 

Not a morning person?  Try 
Journey worship on Saturdays,  
5 p.m. Informal, interactive 
worship, contemporary music with 
some of the old hymns mixed in. 
Fellowship begins in Bridge 121 at 
4:30.  Separate teaching for the 
kids, communion 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays.     
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Thanksgiving Community Service 

Wednesday, November 25,  

7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

 

             Thanksgiving Day Service 

                             Thursday, November  26 

                                           9:00 a.m. �






