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For more on the Life, Death a
Life of Makenzie Stocker, se
Pastor Todd Stocker’'s web lo{
www.toddstocker.wordpresd
com.
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Makenzie Stocker, daughter of Kellie and Todd ®tigokas
killed in a car accident on June 3, 2009, in Texagormer
Woodbury Lutheran Church pastor, Pastor Todd ansg hi
family relocated back to Minnesota following Makieiw
death.

The following is information on a project, “Soles fSouls,”
that Makenzie started. The Stockers will be wigitbur sent
missionaries, Brad and Sandy Miller, in Quito, Edoa
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In the spring of this past year, Makenzie did aestdve at

Lutheran South Academy to deliver new and used shoe
the poor of Quito, Ecuador. When it was all said @one,

the drive produced over 2200 pairs of shoes!

After she was killed, our family decided to finisthat she
started. Kellie, Nathan, Maddie and Todd will bavirling to
Quito during Thanksgiving Week (November 18 -—
December 1). Please pray for us the following pratye

That God will be glorified as we share chapel mgesat Lutheran South Academy and
hearts would be turned to Him.

God would go ahead of us and prepare the peopleavéhto receive shoes from us.
Makenzie's “mission” to provide “soles” for peogteturn their “souls” to Christ.
Safety in traveling the streets of Quito.

Any attempt of Satan to sabotage our trip woulddend.

Good health for all four of us.

That Nathan and Madeline would be protected yethhbeir eyes open to the needs of
others.

Any fears Maddie has would
comforted by God’s peace.

Strength to handle our emotions as
do this without Makenzie.

-- Pastor Todd Stocker ™
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“Mary’s Having a Baby”

There are few encounters more engaging than thitkeavibaby. | get to hold a lot of babies
and love it. Each one has his or her own uniqueatteristics, even at baptism time.

| have to admit, having seen quite a few newbowner the years, I've never completely
understood people saying, “Isn’'t he cute!” or “ksghe the most beautiful baby you've ever
seen!” Actually, some babies, given the squeeze sapdsh of getting born, are hardly
beautiful, not right away, at least. They get cutben their faces get unmushed.

Carl Sandburg once observed that “a b
is God’s opinion that life should go on.’
like that. A baby is God’s investment in t
future. That was never truer than when
Son of God came as a baby. It is intere
that when God the Father sent His So
be our Savior, He didn't send Him as
adult but as a baby. That makes
incarnation, God coming into human fle
even more miraculous. God stoops all
way down from His celestial throne
become a gurgling, pink-cheeked infant.

MARY ‘S
HAVING A BABY.

| spend some of my time counseling 4§
praying with couples who struggle w
infertility. Their longing for a baby moves them take every option available toward
having a child or adopting a child. What I've seepeatedly in these couples is a love for
children that will not quit. Rather than become ieng or bitter, they rejoice with their

friends and family who are blessed with kids.

So for all of us, a baby is a treasure, and whardaith is concernedhe Baby whose birth
we celebrate once more is the greatest treaswai: of

There is timelessness to Christmas. It's as if Wéaad in Bethlehem. There God finds us
and blesses us as if the greatest birth in histohappening all over again for the first time.
Mary’'s having a baby! That's the focus of our pigag this Advent and Christmas — the
preparations and excitement that accompany thisbdavis arrival.

Just as a parent’s or a sibling’s life will never the same after a new baby arrives, so our
lives will never be the same because of Christnmak the incarnation. Mary’s having a
baby! And we’ll never be the same again!

Blessed Christmas as we welcome the newborn Senaopur
hearts and homes!

— Dean Nadasdy, Senior Pastor



your own or your child’s preschool or kindergarigrars?
Hopefully you have fond memories of that first sshexperience. Our own Woodbury
Lutheran preschool and kindergarten has providedstinds of children with warm,
wonderful memories of their early learning expecieen Here we believe in the
importance of nurturing the growth of the wholeldhi-spirit, heart, mind, and body

Our school is a place where each child is treaswexdptural truths and values are

taught, and the love of Christ is daily shared. miias can count on our solid

reputation for high quality early education thasearch has shown to be so important L
for young children today. And each one of our sthaaff is passionate about serving

families, meeting their needs, and making a re#ferdince in the lives of young

children.

we have the opportunity
to form close, long-lasting relationships througlilyschool interactions. The families
that come to us are looking for a place of nurt@eseptance, and safety. Young
parents often are drawn to Woodbury Lutheran bexafishe positive comments they
have heard about our preschool and kindergarten friends and neighbors.

Typically, a family will come for a visit before eailing in our school. Some time ago,

a mother with two young children visited. Afteoliong at our classrooms and asking
about our philosophy, procedures, and policiesuld tell there was something else on
her mind. We stood quietly together for severahutés, watching the children play.

Finally she took a deep breath and said, “So, what you tell me about this faith

thing?” | was then able to share our mission with &nd tell her what a difference the
Gospel and the love of Jesus Christ makes in @asspboms each day.

Like many who enroll in our school, their family sviboking for a church home. With
the responsibility of raising their own childremey were looking for the roots they
once had when small and had not yet found for tiebras. We went on to support,
encourage, and gather this special family intdifeeof our congregation.

The other day, one of our preschoolers placeddnisl n mine and said “Let’'s go Mrs.
B.” He pulled me toward and then out the doorh& tlassroom. This little friend
wanted to use the hallway bathroom, but knew helegt@ partner with him to journey
down the hall for safety and comfort. As with tpieschooler, all journeys are better
begun and taken hand-in-hand with a partner.

as we journey toward an exciting opportunity?
For many years, our preschool & kindergarten han e great need of a safe outdoor
play area for our children. We have been blessddawvonderful space located on the
north side of the building to construct an outdptay structure. This school year we
are kicking off many “Play in the Spirit” events wrder to raise funds for this
endeavor. Our goal is to have the structure coteglby Spring 2010, but we know it
will take all of us working together to make a mayund for children a reality.

First and foremost, we are seeking your prayersGiod’s wisdom and direction as we
move forward in this process. In turn, we are prgythat the Lord may lead you to
support our efforts by volunteering your time, tdte and/or financial assistance.
Heartfelt thanks for prayerfully considering how uyaan help in making this

playground a reality for the children of our schant church!

For more information or to offer help, please coht&€hris Radecki, Playground
Committee Chair @ 651-493-8623@radecki@g.com

— Dorothy Blaisdell, Director of Pad®ol & Kindergarten
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The Bridge has been hopping this fall; I've beessbkd time and again as | am shown how
faithful God is. The Bridge is open three dayseekfrom 3-7 p.m. We've seen new kids,
old kids, daily kids, and sporadic kids. The ththgt ties them all together is that they've
found this place and for those moments we pray tbeelloved. This place provides music,
pool, video games, café snacks, board games, ceticheonversations, people to help with
homework, a place to pitch ideas, and adults whittgwetend to be cool, they're just them.

God has been faithful as we've prayed that He kilhg kids into this ministry who are
ready for it. Many of our students who've walkedoi the Bridge space on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, or Thursdays have chosen to come hairligdur more “churchy” times of
the week (Sundays and Wednesdays), they've chemliechurch services, peeked in Bible
studies, looked over their neighbor’s shoulder tasy tlooked up 2 Timothy. God has
rekindled childhood faith in some, He’s knocked teearts with faith seed conversations,
and He has shown me over and over that He willaliteftil as | put my trust in Him to do
the big stuff.

for praying,
volunteering, and contributing
resources towards this ministry,
which is still not fully figured
out or clearly defined. Thank
you for your confidence and
support, it is an honor to serve
next to the 15 committed
Bridge servants, our amazing
café staff who love our kids like
they are their own, the gaggles
of National Honor Society and
Key Club students from
Woodbury High School who
come to help with homework,
and the young people who
remind me often to get back on my knees and keepey®s on Jesus, because He is
moving.

We are always trying to get the word out, so pléageu know anyone who is in"612"
grade and looking for homework help, free manicuogsa place to hang, point them our
way. We'd love to meet them! Maybe I'll finallyiwat dominoes.

-- Lindsey Burken, Youth Minister

Bridge Hours:

Tue: open Bridge 3-7 p.m.; 3-7 p.m. — homeworlphe-5 p.m. — manicures
Wed: open Bridge 3-7 p.m.; 3-5 p.m. — homework help
Thur: open Bridge 3-7 p.m.; 3-5 p.m. — homeworkphel



If you are interested in supporting Brian or otNéoodbury Lutheran Missionaries,
contact our Mission Board co-chairs, Mike Sabba&¥®1,-731-6236, or Lori Golden,
651-459-9533.

Over the past couple of years, | have had t
chance to go overseas, meet a lot of new frieng
serve people in need, and share the gospel
many others. But the most important thing that hs
happened in my life has been my developi
relationship with Jesus Christ. He has shown me
lot of new things in myself that | never though
were there, and He has given my life a ne
meaning and purpose.

The next step that God has shown me to take
my life is to become a staff member with Yout
With A Mission (YWAM) in Orlando. It was in
Orlando that most of this growing took place i
me. | was around people who had truly given the
hearts and their lives over to God and were livi
it out every day.

what it
means to truly live my life for Him, and He
continues to work through my faults and
shortcomings. Sometime after | go back, | wi
have the opportunity to be involved in a schoq
called a School Of Worship (SOW). This school i
all about teaching the students what it means
worship God with their lives and to increase the
skills at whatever instrument they happen to pla

| feel like this is just a part of why God wants m
back in Orlando. He is calling me to be a
example to the students that will go through the
and to raise up young people into music a
missions!

$ % at Woodbury
Lutheran for their support, both in prayer an
financially. Everything that you have done has mag
these changes in my life possible. | will nevegr
the growth that | have undergone, the experience
have been a part of, or the people that have helg
me to get there.

God bless you all!

— Brian Christiansen, Youth With a Mission
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Nine years ago | wrote an article called “I'm Digeed Does God Still Love Me?”

| had no idea the attention that article would g&he week following was spent answering
the phone and listening to people facing divortee read an article published in 2008 in the
St. Paul Pioneer Press. A quote from the artiald thatdivorce is an opportunity to grow

and thrive There were good points made in the writing bseemed to minimize the pain,
sort of like ‘how to get past this little bump imetroad.’

In extreme cases of abuse and addictiaran agree life can change for the better earlyé
transition. Howevermy reality in having the privilege of meeting wisldlults seeking com-
fort and hope following a divorce is it can takeaggto recover from it. No where in the arti-
cle did it acknowledge that divorce is the deatla diream of what might have been. The dis-
covery of the impact on the children of divorceidy now beginning to truly surface as many
are entering their thirties. Divorce almost alwagsials pain.

Is there hope? Yes. Is there healing? Yest dasy? No way. There isSavior who prom-
ises to walk through this with us. He was thereemvh went through divorce. His name is
Jesus Christ. Some of the healing He accomplisappens in small groups.

Early this December “A Time for Healing, Divorce d&®ery” will meet for ten weeks on

Monday evenings. If you are hurting or you knolewed one who is hurting from divorce let
them know about it. Call Mary Lehman at 739-514201, to speak confidentially about the
group or to register. Registration is required.

Oh, and by the way, God does still love you.

— Mary Lehman, Director of Adult Ministries
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The Woodbury Lutheran Mission Board would like tank everyone who came and helped
with the “Taste of Ethnic Mission Evening” which svéheld on November 7, 2009.

About 200 attended and with Passport in hand, keavgourneyed
to several countries in the world. Once therey ttasted ethnic
food, heard stories of the cultures and how Goddsking in the

lives of these people right here in Minnesota. ®linnesota
South district of the Lutheran church sponsorsd?asind Deacon-
esses from China, Liberia, Sudan, S.E. Asia, Higpaauntries,

Ethiopia, and East Africa countries to serve Hisgde right in

MN. We are truly in a changing world. We have dpportunity

to serve over 100 language groups in the Twin @isa. If you
are interested in local mission work, contact L@dlden or Mike

Sabbann to become a missionary working for Chiigttrin your

own back yard.

Over $9,500 was raised for the salaries of the dPasand
0 Deaconesses. Thank you for praying for our event.

m — Mission Board
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Sundays in December — NEW SERMON SERIES — Mary is Bving a Baby

Wednesdays, December 9 and 16, 9 a.m. Women of the Word Bible Study. Childcqre

available. Contact Diane Panning 1-715-386-8163.

Thursdays, December 10 and 17, 6:45 p.m. -Celebrate Recovery, Paul Room.
information, contact Kaye or Tom, 651-436-5002Larry or Vicky at 651-735-7725.

Thursday, December 10, 7:00 p.m— Career Transition networking and supporf i

Fireside Room. No registration required.

Thursday, December 10, 4:30-6:30 p.m. —toaves and Fishes monthly service proj
Meet at WLC to carpool to St. Matthews, St. Paubntact Lindsey to volunteg
burkenl@woodburylutheran.org. Families welcome!

Friday, December 11, 7:30 p.m. —Welcome the Child Christmas Festival Concert. Pic

up freewill offering envelopes in the church lobby.

Saturday, December 12, Noon—2 p.m. —Neighbor To Neighbor (see sidebar). Sign
in the church lobby.

Saturday, December 12, 7:30 p.m— Welcome the Child Christmas Festival Concert.
Sunday, December 13, 4:00 p.m— Welcome the Child Christmas Festival Concert.

Sunday, December 13, Noon —Hearts and Hands Christmas Dinner for adults
developmental disabilities. To volunteer, confbetry Kohlmeier, 651-738-1155.

Sunday, December 13, 12:15 p.m— Healing Service in the Fireside Room.

For
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upSurveys say 60% of all Woodbury
residents are not church members.
That makes it likely several
families in your own neighborhood
are not going to church.

.. Neighbor To Neighbor offers an
Vlﬂbpportunity for us to invite our
community to church. Join us on
Saturday, December 12, from

Saturday, December 19, 5:00 p.m— Parents Night Out and Time Away child cdre.
Contact Kim Dolan or sign up on the board at CotinecCorner for Parents Night O1:t

($15/child). To register for Time Away (childrenitiv disabilities only), contact An
Goodell, 651-451-9832.

Thursday, December 24 —Christmas Eve Services
4:00 pm Sanctuary and Genesis
6:00 pm Sanctuary
11:00 pm Sanctuary with communion
All services are candle light.

Friday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. —€hristmas Day Service with Holy Communion

Noon—2 p.m. as we walk selected
neighborhoods with flyers that
welcome people to Christmas
services at Woodbury Lutheran.

It's non-threatening, will help you
get some fresh air and gives you the
opportunity to make a difference in
our community. Families can walk
and work together, or individuals
will be paired up, so no one goes
alone.

You may just bring someone into
our church who eventually comes
to Christ. What a gift!

And, if you need more incentive,
there will be hot drinks and treats
for fellowship after we are done.

Sign up in the main church lobby.

Pastor Tom Pfotenhauer,
Outreach and Missions
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